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T
hanks for your support of 
Stephen F. Austin State University 
Athletics. Your annual support 
provides critical resources to 

all our student-athletes across SFA’s 17 
teams. Regardless of gift designation 
or amount, the support from all of our 
donors is critical to the success and 
achievement of our student-athletes, 
coaches and staff.

We are extremely proud of the success we 
have had in the Southland Conference, 
in the classroom and in the community. 
This success has been achieved thanks in 
large part to the continued generosity of 
donors, season ticket holders, alumni and 
friends who support SFA Athletics.

Managing our resources is one of 
our biggest challenges as it relates to 
competing on the NCAA Division I 
level. Faced with increasing costs, our 
department must strive for more outside 
financial support in order to remain 
competitive. At the same time, we must 
make sure that we support the mission of 
the university and have a positive impact 
on the economy of the community.

SFA student-athletes have been able to 
achieve academic and athletic success 
because of your generous support. By 
impacting the lives of those who proudly 
wear the purple and white, you can take 
pride in knowing your investment will help 
continue the success and traditions of SFA. 

Axe ’em!
Robert Hill
Director of SFA Athletics
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IMPORTANT
DATES

AUG
01

AUG
01

Program Recognition
Deadline

FOOTBALL
Season Ticket
Renewal Deadline
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OUR MISSION
The SFA Varsity Club provides the 

resources needed to enrich the lives of 

our student-athletes. Club assistance 

helps them strive to achieve excellence 

in the classroom and in the highest 

level of competition by serving and 

connecting the SFA community with 

unparalleled experiences and tradition. 

We are committed to operating with 

integrity and in the best interest of the 

university, the Southland Conference 

and the NCAA.

OCT
01

FEB
01

NOV
05

HOMECOMING WEEKEND
SFA Football vs. Central Arkansas

BASKETBALL
Season Ticket
Renewal Deadline

BASEBALL
Season Ticket
Renewal Deadline
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STUDENTS
ATTEND
COLLEGE TO 
LEARN AND GET 
A DEGREE.
College would not be possible for thousands 
of students without the aid of scholarships.

In particular, athletic scholarships help 
Stephen F. Austin State University’s student-
athletes achieve their dreams of a quality 
college education. Both inside and outside 
the classroom, SFA student-athletes excel. 
They are strong, disciplined achievers who 
know how to stay focused and lead.

➔ Inside the William 
R. Johnson Coliseum, 

the Tommie Jan and 
Elvin Lowery Court 
is named in honor 

of Elvin, who is the 
university’s first 

graduate to play in 
the NBA, and his wife, 

a former SFA history 
professor. The couple 
donated the funds to 

renovate the nearly 
30-year-old court, 

and it was officially 
unveiled in August.

Elvin “Buddy” Lowery
Class of 1959                
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CHAMPIONSHIPS 
BEGIN WITH 
SCHOLARSHIPS.
Your donation helps 
SFA’s student-athletes
achieve amazing things.

During the 2015-16 academic year, a 
remarkable 355 student-athletes representing 
all 17 Lumberjack and Ladyjack sports teams 
were named to the Southland Conference 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll.

Lumberjack athletes are some of the most 
successful students on the field and in the 
classroom. As a group, SFA’s student-athletes 
maintain almost a cumulative 3.0 GPA each 
semester with half of all athletes making the 
Athletic Director’s Honor Roll annually.

SFA’s athletics program has one of the highest 
six-year graduation success rates in the Southland 
Conference, and in the past year, more than 100 
student-athletes have graduated, with many 
completing their degrees in fewer than four years 
and now pursuing graduate work at SFA.
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YOU’RE A MEMBER
OF SFA’S TEAM.
As tuition and program costs continue to increase, support from 
donors like you becomes even more critical to fund successful SFA 
athletic programs. When you factor in additional direct expenses 
such as travel, academic support and sports medicine needs for 
approximately 400 SFA student-athletes across 17 varsity sports, 
we must make every dollar count.

LEND YOUR SUPPORT. 
As the principal fundraising arm of SFA men’s and women’s 
athletics, the SFA Varsity Club enhances the operating budget for 
the university’s athletic programs. Donations made by loyal and 
generous donors are invested in athletic scholarships and also 
support general operations, which benefit the student-athletes in 
the following areas:

• Academic counseling
• Tutoring and mentoring
• Study hall and computer centers
• Sports medicine staff and facilities
• Strength and conditioning
• Nutrition programs and facilities
• Life skills and career development activities
• Summer scholarships and programs

Supporting SFA’s athletic department and its student-athletes 
with a donation to the SFA Varsity Club is the best way to directly 
impact the future of SFA Athletics. Our student-athletes do their 
part: hours spent studying and practicing, competing, striving for 
championships and acting as ambassadors for SFA. Please help 
them build on their academic and athletic success by making a 
contribution today!
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Thomas Walkup
Class of 2015
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DENISE MAXL  /  Ladyjack Tennis
Business Economics Junior  /  Vienna, Austria

“Without my athletic scholarship, I 
wouldn’t have been able to attend 
college here, because back home in 
Austria, you don’t have to pay as much 
to attend a university. SFA has provided 
me with a great experience. I never 
expected to miss the team as much as I 
do when I visit home.”

TAYLOR ROSS  /  Ladyjack Basketball
Kinesiology Junior  /  Pflugerville, Texas

“I chose SFA because the coaching 
staff was very upfront. It felt like they 
had known me for a long time. They 
were always truthful about how your 
time on the court is going to be based 
on your academics and hard work. 
The coaching staff fit my style of play 
and personality.”

JESSIE WHITE  /  Ladyjack Golf
Accounting Junior  /  Mansfield, Texas

“I received more than one offer for 
an athletic scholarship when I was in 
high school, but I chose SFA mainly 
because I loved the campus and the 
coaching staff. It’s been great, and 
every year gets better.”

TREY DARTY  /  Lumberjack Indoor/Outdoor Track and Field
Information Technology Senior  /  Kildare, Texas

“I came from a very small town, so this scholarship was my way out. Without it, I wouldn’t 
be able to afford college, so I really appreciate it. I toured other schools, but SFA just felt 
like home, like I belonged here. And my coach saw the potential in me that I didn’t see. 
Even when I didn’t believe in myself, he was like ‘you got this.’ When you have people on 
your side, things start getting better.”

From Student-Athletes’ Perspectives
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STEPHANIE SCHWARTZ  /  Ladyjack Bowling
Education Sophomore  /  Racine, Wisconsin

“A lot of people don’t really think of bowling 
as a sport, but it is to me. I feel like I’ve been 
bowling about as long as I’ve been walking. SFA 
has been awesome in supporting me. We are a 
really close team. With only nine girls, we’re like 
a family — we do everything together.”

AMANDA DOYLE  /  Ladyjack Soccer
Kinesiology Junior  /  Dallas, Texas

“My athletic scholarship persuaded me to come 
to SFA and it keeps me motivated to play 
my best. Nacogdoches also has been great. 
Everyone knows everyone, and my friends here 
are awesome. I’m a junior now, and I don’t want 
it to ever end.”

DALLAS CAMERON  /  Lumberjack Basketball
Journalism Junior  /  Plantation, Florida

“The pressure through my scholarship to excel athletically and academically is not 
overwhelming because I had the same pressure in high school. My coaches and parents 
both said, ‘if you’re not getting good grades, you can’t play.’ The pressure helps athletes 
to be accountable for themselves and be responsible for their teammates, because not only 
are you hurting yourself by not staying on the books, you’re hurting your teammates by not 
being there when they need you.”
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CHASITY CLARK  /  Ladyjack Indoor/Outdoor Track and Field
Criminal Justice Senior  /  Garland, Texas

“Thank you to all the donors who give to the program, 
because if I hadn’t received the athletic scholarship, I 
probably wouldn’t be in college. I’m the first person in 
my family to attend college and graduate. I’ll receive 
my diploma in May. Knowing that they have money 
invested in me keeps me grounded and accountable.”

JUSTICE WALKER  /  Ladyjack Volleyball
Kinesiology Junior  /  Fort Worth, Texas

“I loved everything about my visit to SFA – 
the team, campus and coaches. Even though 
I’m very shy, the coaches paired us with 
a teammate during our visit, and I bonded 
with mine. It was really great how much we 
connected, and now we help make each other 
better. We’ve become a family.”

CAMERON MEYER  /  Lumberjack Indoor/Outdoor Track and Field
Business Management Senior  /  Lake Charles, Louisiana

“My athletic scholarship enabled me to continue my education — if it wasn’t for sports, 
I’d be working trying to earn money. Track is obviously an individual sport, but whenever 
you’re able to add that elite team perspective as SFA does, it just takes your whole track 

performance and college experience to a different level. You’re able to compete and grow as 
an individual then turn around and cheer on teammates winning championship rings. If you 

get one of those in your lifetime it’s awesome, and we’ve had four since I’ve been here.”
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For 72 unforgettable hours, individuals from 

around the globe – be they basketball fans 

or simply those searching for a “David” to 

root for in a “David vs. Goliath” storyline 

– bled purple and white as a result of the 

Lumberjack basketball team’s awe-inspiring 

run in the 2016 NCAA Tournament.

As those people flocked to social media by the thousands to 
gush about upsets, beards, tongues, glasses and anything else 
associated with a team from a little-known town whose often-
mispronounced name became an entrant into the national lexicon, 
alumni and fans who followed the ’Jacks on every step of their 
journey from Nacogdoches to Brooklyn, New York, knew that, 
despite what the seeding for each team was, this was no upset. 

It was simply what the Lumberjacks had been doing since 2016 
began: winning.

With broadcasting legend Verne Lundquist narrating every 
second of the action on CBS, and led by three-time Southland 
Conference Coach of the Year Brad Underwood, as well as a 
cast of characters that included Thomas Walkup, Trey Pinkney, 
Demetrious Floyd, Clide Geffrard and a host of others, the 
Lumberjacks became the 20th 14-seed to upset a three-seed in 
the opening round of the NCAA Tournament by defeating No. 
8-ranked West Virginia 70-56 in front of 17,502 fans at Barclays 
Center in Brooklyn on March 18.

SENIOR-LED TEAM BRINGS
NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT TO UNIVERSITY
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A fluke win, some would ask? Not in the slightest.
That tilt featured a tied largest margin of victory in a 14-over-

three-seed upset in the history of the NCAA Tournament and 
extended to 21 games the nation’s longest winning streak – which 
began on Jan. 2, 2016. 

In the process, it catapulted the team – and SFA as a whole – 
into the national spotlight. Typing the letters “Tho” into Google 
following the conclusion of the game yielded “Thomas Walkup” as 
the first entry in the dropdown menu. 

Wordsmiths from The New York Times, Sports Illustrated and 
various other agencies stormed the ’Jacks locker room, eager to 
speak with the architects of one of the most unforgettable upsets 
in the history of the NCAA Tournament in order to tell their stories 
to a captivated throng.

Walkup was transformed into college basketball’s poster boy 
overnight and, probably to the chagrin of his girlfriend, received a 
marriage proposal via Twitter. The pomp and circumstance elicited 
by SFA and its hirsute superstar was a far cry from what Walkup 

had in mind when he chose SFA from his post-high school offer list, 
which was just two schools long.

The team’s first-ever win against a nationally ranked top-10 squad 
in the history of the program came at the expense of Underwood’s 
mentor, Bob Huggins, who has amassed nearly 800 wins as a head 
coach and who will be a shoe-in for college basketball’s hall of fame 
once he makes his decision to step away from the sidelines for good.

On Saturday morning – not even 12 hours after the game ended 
– Walkup appeared live on SportsCenter via telephone to talk 
about the upset and his beard, which was the literal embodiment 
of the figurative “Jacks” scrawled across the front of his jersey. 

Lundquist himself took in the team’s practice on Saturday 
afternoon and eagerly became an entrant in the team’s 
#ShooterGymCuhhh ritual following the end of the session. 
(Following every pre-game practice, Walkup – armed with his 
camera phone – would film redshirt freshman Jonny Dahl making a 
three-pointer and then pan to a different team member or coach, 
who would utter the catch-phrase, “Shooter gym cuhh.”) 
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SFA had arrived, and everyone wanted the ’Jacks to “Axe ’em.” 
The “’em” in this case was Notre Dame, that SFA would face on 
Sunday in the round of 32 with a trip to the Sweet 16 on the line.

For 37:55 of the 40 minutes, it appeared as though the dream 
would continue. Up by a 75-70 margin on the Fighting Irish with 
2:05 remaining, the goal that the team had set back in June while 
participating in their first outdoor training session in the scorching 
East Texas heat and humidity was within reach.

Over the next 125 seconds, though, that dream slipped painfully 
away. Notre Dame held SFA without a point, and freshman Rex 
Pflueger scored on a tip-in with 1.5 seconds remaining, lifting the 
Irish to a 76-75 win that broke the collective hearts of longtime SFA 
fans and bandwagon well-wishers around the planet.

The unbridled joy of Friday and Saturday turned into sadness. 
SFA’s five seniors – Floyd, Geffrard, Jared Johnson, Pinkney and 
Walkup – had played in their final game. In a locker room that 
featured cheers and exultation on Friday night, a somber pall 
reigned. An emotional Underwood was moved to tears in his post-

game press conference when asked about what Walkup and his 
players meant to him. The reporters who congregated around the 
team now rattled off inquiries about what it was like to lose in such 
heartbreaking fashion. 

The clock had struck midnight for what some deemed as a 
“Cinderella” team, but if you ask anyone associated with the team 
– as well as the hundreds of fans who turned out at 2 a.m. Sunday 
to welcome the team bus back to the William R. Johnson Coliseum 
as conquering heroes – “Cinderella” was hardly an apt description 
for that contingent of men. The Lumberjacks belonged in the 
conversation with the best college basketball teams in the nation 
and proved it in the eyes of millions. Nothing could change that.

And, to paraphrase the late Frank Sinatra, if the ’Jacks could 
make it there, they’re gonna make it anywhere. That confident 
assertion is made thanks in equal parts to the lessons and hard 
work put in both on the basketball court and while strolling 
through the campus, classrooms and community of Stephen F. 
Austin State University.
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NCAA Social Media Frenzy
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The Stephen F. Austin State University 
Lumberjack baseball team needs your 
support. The team’s temporary facility 
at Jaycees Field is in need of 
replacement. Fundraising has been 
ongoing, and almost half of the total 
investment to build the new Robert “Bob” and Tyann Akins 
Clubhouse has been secured. However, $350,000 is still needed.

In order to make this dream a reality, SFA is reaching out to 
alumni and friends to ask for your financial support by 
purchasing $1,000 engraved bricks that will become part of the 
new clubhouse. Donors also may consider purchasing additional 
bricks to honor family members, teammates and friends.
 
In addition, donations of any amount are greatly appreciated.

ROBERT “BOB” AND 
TYANN AKINS CLUBHOUSE 

Once constructed, the new clubhouse will be 
named in honor of Bob and Tyann Akins. The 
facility will provide dressing and training 
rooms, office and storage space, and 
upgrade amenities to help the university 
continue to attract the best student-athletes.

Bob Akins, a 1958 SFA alumnus and football 
letterman, was a highly successful high 

school baseball coach and member of the Texas High School 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame. He was an avid supporter of 
Lumberjack baseball. Akins volunteered many service hours 
overseeing the maintenance of the Lumberjack’s baseball facility. 
Until his death in 2013, Akins, along with his son, Stacy, was a 
fixture in the stands, cheering the Lumberjacks on to victory.

BACK THE HOME TEAM:
BRICK BY BRICK

16  /  2016-17 SFA Varsity Club

Bricks and Baseball
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HELP US HIT A 
GRAND SLAM
Make a secure online gift at sfasu.edu/give. 
All gifts are tax deductible. For more 
information, please contact Ted Smith, 
director of athletic development, at  
(936) 468-7105 or smithted@sfasu.edu.

TOTAL NEEDED

$ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 6 5 0 , 0 0 0

AMOUNT PLEDGED

PROPOSED CLUBHOUSE FLOOR PLAN A MESSAGE FROM 
THE COACH
“Thank you to our loyal 
alumni, friends and fans 
for considering this 
opportunity to support 
Lumberjack baseball. 
Your donations will help 
build a new clubhouse 
that will tremendously 
benefit our players by supplying them with 
a modern facility to train and prepare for 
games. In addition, it will assist the 
coaching staff in continuing to recruit the 
best Lumberjacks to SFA.” 

- Johnny Cardenas, 
Lumberjack baseball head coach
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THE TOUCHDOWN CLUB
Perks of membership in the Touchdown Club are extensive and 
include VIP reserved seating on the club level inside the Homer Bryce 
Stadium press box, complimentary buffet, beverages, access to a cash 
bar and home game-day programs. 

Additionally, for each seat purchased, club members receive a 
complimentary ticket to the Battle of the Piney Woods game held at 
NRG Stadium in Houston. 

Members also enjoy elite game-day parking and invitations to 
select athletic events. This is a non-tax-deductible level. For more 
information, contact Ted Smith, director of athletic development, at 
varsityclub@sfasu.edu or (936) 468-7105.

THE SFA VARSITY CLUB
Depending on your level of giving, you may receive complimentary 
season tickets to Lumberjack football, baseball and/or basketball 
games. As a member of the SFA Varsity Club, you’ll also have the 
opportunity to purchase additional tickets at discounted rates. The 
enclosed form reflects those reduced rates.

Football season ticket holders view games from reserved seats on 
the home team side between the 40-yard lines. Chairback seats are 
based on availability and reserved only for SFA Varsity Club members. 
Baseball fans have reserved chairback seats behind home plate, and 
basketball fans have their names noted all season on the backs of 
their reserved seats. 

Additionally, with a minimum level of giving (refer to chart), 
basketball fans receive admission to the Murray Shaw Championship 
Room, located in the William R. Johnson Coliseum, before select 
home games and during halftime. Here, you’ll enjoy a complimentary 
hors d’oeuvre buffet and drinks. 

All SFA Varsity Club members receive program recognition and 
invitations to special athletic events. 

Note: The deadline for football season ticket renewal for current 
members and for football program recognition for the SFA Varsity 
Club is Aug. 1. 
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Donald Bryant, Senior
               Daingerfield, Texas
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Student Associate Jr. Varsity Varsity
Purple & 

White
Victory MVP

All-
American

Conference
Champion

National
Champion

Hall of 
Fame

Minimum Annual Gift Required: $50 $100 $250 $500 $1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $5,000 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000

Tax Deduction « « « « « « « « « « «

Automobile Decal « « « « « « « « « « «

Football Program Recognition « « « « « « « « « « «

Invitation to Weekly Luncheons « « « « « « « « « « «

Invitation to Special Receptions « « « « « « « « « « «

Away Game Ticket Information « « « « « « « « « « «

Postseason Ticket Priority « « « « « « « « « « «

Game-Day Media Guides « « « « « « « « « «

Special Basketball and 
Football Parking

« « « « « « « « «

Reserved Football 
Chairback Seating*

« « « « « « « « «

Reserved Season Tickets** « « « « « « « «

Access to Murray Shaw Room « « « « « « «

Elite Football Parking « « « « « «

Annual Champions Dinner « « « « «

Exclusive Events with 
Head Coaches

« « « «

Personalized Wall Plaque « « «

Two Tickets to Hall of Fame Dinner « «

Travel with Team to D1 Game 
(two guests)

«

SEASON TICKET ENTITLEMENT 0 0 0 2 2 4 4 6 8 10 12

SFA VARSITY CLUB MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Benefits

*Based on availability; placed on waiting list
**Please note: Season ticket holders may select from football, basketball and/or baseball, or a combination. Battle of the Piney Woods does not apply.
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“I wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for my 
scholarship. Being a mom and a student-
athlete, my life is crazy, so that money 
helps me not only go to school but also 
get the things I need to help support 
my family. It’s crucial to my success. 
Because of my time at SFA, I think I have 
a very good shot at the Olympics. I feel 
like it was in God’s plan for me to be 
here. I don’t think I could have done this 
if I went to any other school.”

DEMI PAYNE
Track and Field/Pole Vault
2015 NCAA National Champion
Kinesiology Senior
New Braunfels, Texas
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WAYS TO GIVE
There are many ways to give to the SFA Varsity Club. You also may 
designate which sport you would like your donation to benefit or have 
your entire contribution go to the department.

Enclosed Self Mailer – Simply fill out and return the enclosed self-mailer 
along with your check or credit card information. 

Online – Log on to sfajacks.com, click on the “Donate To SFA” icon at 
the top center of the page and select "Athletics." Please detail in the 
note section to which sport you would like to donate along with special 
instructions. You may donate by using your Visa, MasterCard, American 
Express or Discover card. 

By Phone – (936) 468-4540

Cash and/or Check – Send a personal or certified check made payable to 
SFA Athletics to:

SFA Intercollegiate Athletics
SFA Varsity Club
P.O. Box 13010, SFA Station
Nacogdoches, TX 75962-3010

Gift-in-Kind – We welcome the gifts of tangible property, such as 
products, services, equipment or merchandise, in place of a cash donation 
to the SFA Varsity Club. These gifts-in-kind provide budgetary assistance for 
the athletic department while often providing tax relief and other benefits 
to donors. Please call (936) 468-4540 to discuss a gift-in-kind donation.

Give and Receive – SFA offers numerous planned-giving options to 
make it possible for you to support the university while also enjoying tax 
benefits. Planned-giving options include securities, real estate, personal 
property, life insurance, wills and retirement assets. Contact SFA at (936) 
468-4540 for additional information.

Matching Gifts – Many employers sponsor matching gift programs that 
will match charitable contributions made by their employees. Matching 
gifts can double or even triple your gift. Find out if your employer 
sponsors matching gifts. SFA can provide assistance with completing the 
necessary forms from your employer.

Tax Information – Disclaimer: The following information is not intended to constitute legal advice or 
other tax counsel and may not be relied on as such. Please consult a personal tax adviser concerning 
the deductibility of any contribution to the SFA Varsity Club. Under applicable provisions of the Internal 
Revenue Code, the amount of a contribution that is deductible for federal income tax purposes is limited 
to the excess of the amount contributed over the value of any goods or services provided to the donor by 
the university. The athletic department will notify you as to the value of any such items. Under current IRC 
provisions, no more than 80 percent of an amount paid to or for the benefit of an institution of higher 
education may be treated as a charitable contribution if, as a result of the payment, the donor receives 
the right to purchase tickets for seating at an athletic event in an athletic stadium at the institution. You 
should consult your tax adviser to determine whether these provisions apply to you. If you choose to waive 
all applicable benefits, you must sign a written waiver at the time you make your donation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

TED SMITH
Director of Athletic Development

sfajacks.com/varsityclub

varsityclub@sfasu.edu

(936) 468-7105

TICKET INFORMATION
Tickets to all SFA athletic events are available for purchase through 
the SFA ticket office, located in the Baker Pattillo Student Center. 
Tickets also are available online at sfajacks.com. Ticket information 
and pricing is listed on the website. 

If you have questions concerning tickets to any Lumberjack or 
Ladyjack athletic event, please contact the ticket office by phone 
at (936) 468-5225 (JACK), toll free at (800) 775-3358 or by email 
at tickets@sfasu.edu.
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SPORTS VENUES
➊  Homer Bryce Stadium

➋  Press Box / Club Level and 
Suites

➌  William R. Johnson Coliseum

➍  Robert H. Shelton Gym

➎  Gerald and Candace Schlief 
Tennis Complex

➏  Soccer Field

➐  Fletcher Garner Track

PARKING
➊  Elite Football Parking

➋  Special Football Parking

➌  Special Basketball Parking

➍  Tennis Parking

➎  Soccer Parking
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Overall

SLC Commissioner’s Cup Champions – 2010, 2012, 2015, 2016

Men’s Basketball

Regular season SLC Champions – 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

SLC Tournament Champions – 2014, 2015, 2016

NCAA Tournament appearance – 2014, 2015, 2016

Advanced to round two of NCAA Tournament – 2014, 2016

Thomas Walkup, SLC Player of the Year – 2015, 2016

Thomas Walkup, SLC Tournament MVP – 2014, 2015, 2016

Thomas Walkup, Lou Henson Mid-Major Player of the Year – 2016

Women’s Basketball

Sixth team in NCAA Division I history to reach 1,000 program wins

Taylor Schippers, SLC Newcomer of the Year – 2016

Bowling

NCAA National Champions (SFA’s first at the Division I team level) – 2016

Stephanie Schwartz, NTCA National Player of the Year, U.S. Amateur 
Champion and Team USA Member

Kiara Grant, NCAA Tournament Most Outstanding Player – 2016

Cross Country

Charles Mathenge, NCAA Nationals qualifier – 2014, 2015

Football

John Franklin, Second team All-SLC and      
Academic All-SLC selection – 2015

Marlon Walls, First team CoSIDA Academic     
All-District selection – 2015

Women’s Golf

UIW Fall Invitational Champions – 2014, 2015

Soccer

Regular season SLC Champions – 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015

Amanda Doyle, SLC Player of the Year – 2015

Wally Crittenden, SLC Soccer Coach of the Year – 2013, 2014, 2015

Track and Field

Demi Payne, Third woman in history to clear a 16-foot vault indoors

Men’s Outdoor SLC Champions – 2015, 2016

Men’s and Women’s Indoor and Outdoor SLC Championships – 22

Volleyball

O.J. Olson, Third player in program history to reach    
2,000 career digs – 2015

RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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YOUR SUPPORT
TURNS DREAMS
INTO DEGREES.

LADYJACK SOCCER

5-peat SLC Regular Season Champions
2011-15
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONS!
LADYJACKS DOWN NEBRASKA
FOR PROGRAM’S FIRST NCAA TITLE
Bowling gives SFA its first NCAA Division I team championship

FOR THE FIRST TIME in SFA Athletics history, an NCAA Division I 
national championship team trophy will reside in Nacogdoches.

Following an impressive season run, the SFA bowling team won its 
final six matches of the 2016 NCAA Division I Bowling Championship, 
avenging last year’s 4-2 loss to the same University of Nebraska 
Cornhuskers they bested this year. The win clinched the first national 
title in program history as well as SFA’s first team NCAA championship 
at the Division I level.

On day one, the Ladyjacks made quick work of North Carolina 
Agricultural and Technical State University, winning all four games 
against the university and solidifying its spot in the championship and 
on a national TV appearance for the second-straight year.

Facing Nebraska next, the Ladyjacks and Cornhuskers matched each 
other pin-for-pin for the majority of game one. In game two, however, 
SFA began to find its groove and closed out the 10 frames with seven-
straight strikes to even the match at 1-1.

The Ladyjacks registered strikes on its first six frames in game three, 
ultimately defeating the Huskers 265-242 and going up 2-1 for its 
first-ever lead in an NCAA championship bout. In the fourth game,  
SFA fell to the Cornhuskers 227-164 to set up a best-of-three race to 
the championship.

Back on the right lane in game five, the Ladyjacks were able to take 
advantage of miscues from Nebraska on the left. After building a 
commanding lead, SFA watched as Nebraska pulled to within 10 points 

26 Kiara Grant
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in the final frame. But sophomore Stephanie Schwartz converted a 
key spare in the frame, then registered a strike to put the game out of 
reach at 196-187.

The loss in game five seemed to fire up Nebraska, however, as the 
Huskers seemingly couldn’t miss in game six. Nebraska registered 
strikes on the first six frames of the game and cruised to the easy 
237-160 win against the Ladyjacks, setting up the winner-take-all 
seventh game.

With Nebraska the higher-seeded team, it chose to bowl on the 
right lane, which had been more favorable to both teams. SFA broke 
through the mental barrier early on, beginning with a strike from 
senior Danielle Lynn in frame one. It was the Ladyjacks that rose up to 

the challenge, watching as Nebraska settled for spares while freshman 
Dakotah Hazlewood and juniors Kiara Grant and Paige Kraushaar each 
delivered key strikes.

With two frames left, the realization of what was about to happen 
overtook the Ladyjacks, and they closed out the match with a 247-192 
win in game seven. The victory earned SFA’s bowling team members 
the honor of hoisting the national championship trophy.

Following the championship, Grant was named to the NCAA All-
Tournament team as she played a vital role in helping lead SFA to the 
national championship with a 224.2 average. SFA closes out the season 
with an overall record of 88-45, setting a new program record for 
victories in a season.

Stephanie Schwartz
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