
 Syllabus – HIST 2311-501 
Western Civilization I 

Summer II 2021 
 
Professor: Dr. Samuel Sutherland 
Email: sutherlas@sfasu.edu 
Office: LAN 313 
Office Hours: TBD 
Department: History 
 
A. Course Description 

This class will survey the political, social, economic, and cultural history of the West 
from prehistoric times to the Reformation. We will also read and analyze primary-source 
documents from the historical contexts we review.  
 
B. Course Objectives 

Program Learning Outcomes: This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific 
program learning outcomes for this major are addressed in this course. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes: HIST 2311 is part of the university’s Core Curriculum and as such 
strives toward both the general goals of the core and the specific objectives for classes 
designated for inclusion in the Language, Philosophy, and Culture Foundational Component Area 
as defined by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. Courses in this Foundational 
Component Area of the Core focus on the ideas, values, beliefs, and other aspects of culture 
that express and affect human experience.  Courses involve the exploration of ideas that foster 
aesthetic and intellectual creation in order to understand the human condition across cultures. 

 
In addition to learning the above, students in HIST 2311 will demonstrate the general ability to: 

 Think critically, which includes the ability to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information about 
this period of history. 

 Communicate effectively by developing and expressing ideas through written communication. 

 Gain intercultural competence, a knowledge of civic responsibility, and an awareness of past 
human engagements in regional, national, and global communities. 

 Understand the role that personal responsibility has played throughout history and gain the 
ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to the making of ethical decisions. 

 
C. Required Texts 

1. Textbook: Lynn Hunt, Thomas R. Martin, Barbara H. Rosenwein, Bonnie G. Smith. The 
Making of the West, Volume 1: to 1750. 5th Edition (2016). ISBN: 1457681528 

*Note: If you are unable to obtain a used copy of the 5th Edition online, the 
newer edition from the bookstore can work as a substitute. 

 
2. Sourcebook: Katharine J. Lualdi. Sources of The Making of the West, Volume 1: to 
1750. 4th Edition (2012). ISBN: 0312576110 

 



In this class, we’ll be taking a “flipped” approach, so you will be responsible for reading 
and digesting the information, while I will guide your focus and craft activities to help 
you synthesize what you learn. To make that work, I have designed the course to 
proceed apace with the textbook, so we will read one chapter each unit. You will first 
read the assigned chapter from the textbook (henceforth to called Making), and then 
you will read the corresponding primary sources from your sourcebook (henceforth 
called Sources).  

 
D. Course Requirements  
     1. Unit Key Terms Definitions (20% of course grade):  

For each unit, I will post of a list of key terms (including historical figures and events). As 
you read through the assigned chapter for that unit from The Making of the West, locate 
and identify these terms. You will write out and submit brief (around 2-4 sentences 
each) definitions of each key term from the information provided in the assigned 
readings. Definitions should place the term in its historical context and address the 
significance of that term whenever applicable. Thorough definitions will provide you 
with a valuable asset on unit quizzes. Insufficiently comprehensive definitions will result 
in partial credit on the assignment. 
 

     2. Unit Discussions (20% of course grade): 
In addition to the assigned textbook chapter, each unit you will read five or six primary-
source documents from the corresponding chapter of the companion sourcebook, 
Sources of the Making of the West. I will post a series of questions about these sources 
for you to consider as you read, and you will choose one or two to address in a response 
post of about 300-500 words. This post must demonstrate a solid understanding of the 
historical context and reflect a thorough reading of the primary source – which may 
require re-reading, as these translations are not always very easy to grasp, so be sure to 
dedicate sufficient time to get it right. Your post must reference the relevant primary 
source evidence, and it must ask at least one thought-provoking follow-up question of 
your peers. 

I will divide you into groups for these discussions. After you have made your 
initial post, read through your group members’ posts and choose two to respond to in 
roughly 150-300 words. Note in the course calendar that the deadline for your initial 
discussion post precedes the deadline for your peer responses. 

 
     3. 5 Exams (60% of course grade): 

Each week, you will complete an online exam covering both the assigned textbook 
chapters and primary source documents across all of the units for that week, as well as 
any content-oriented pages on Brightspace. The exam will be timed and consist of nine 
short-answer responses. You may use your own notes during the quiz. The textbook is 
also permitted, but be warned that the time constraints will be such that digging 
through the textbook for every answer is not practical. Use of other resources is not 
permitted (and it is generally a bad idea anyway; you will usually find mostly the wrong 
information by searching online). Points will be deducted for responses that draw from 



sources other than those assigned. Note also that I need to see evidence of your 
comprehension and synthesis of the material on these exams, so merely copying my 
words or those of the textbooks will not count for much. The best preparation for 
these quizzes is to take notes on the readings, make detailed, comprehensive definitions 
of the key terms, and read the primary sources carefully before attempting the quiz. 

You should take care to begin a quiz only in an environment with a stable 
internet connection and that is free from any foreseeable interruption. Unless adequate 
documentation of a legitimate technical issue can be provided, you will not be 
permitted to restart a quiz once you have begun. 

 
E. Grading Scale  
 A 90-100% 
 B 80-89.9% 
 C 70-79.9% 
 D 60-69.9% 
 F 59.9% & below 
 
F. Course Policies 

a. Course Pacing: This course is not self-paced. Each unit, students will complete all of 
the assigned readings and assignments by the deadlines specified in the course 
calendar. Unless otherwise stated, late work will be penalized by a deduction of 20%. 
As this is an accelerated course, I will not accept late work submitted more than 24 
hours after the deadline.  
 
b. Discussion Participation: For every unit discussion, I will assess each student’s 
preparedness and willingness to contribute, as well as their ability to contribute 
meaningfully. Prior to posting, I expect that each student will have completed all of the 
assigned textbook and primary-source readings for each week, and that she or he will 
have already contemplated the discussion questions and come to defensible opinions 
about these. 

Please maintain a respectful tone in all your discussion posts. In this class, we will 
be discussing some sensitive topics. Don’t be a jerk. Ways that you can be a jerk include: 
denigrating a fellow student; being dismissive toward a fellow student for their 
academic opinions; failing to read other students’ posts carefully before responding; 
and wasting other students’ time with posts that are not thoughtfully written. While I 
encourage active discussion and engagement with the material, I will intervene if a 
discussion has become overly hostile or non-academic. In addition to grade penalties, 
students will be warned on the first offense and potentially removed from discussion 
groups on the second (this would of course adversely affect one’s grade). 

 
c. Communication: Communication for this course will be conducted entirely through 
the university email or Brightspace (D2L), although students are also welcome to come 
in person to visit with me during my scheduled office hours. It is essential for your 
success in this course that you check your email and the Brightspace course page 



frequently. Barring an unforeseen emergency, I will do my best to respond to all emails 
received between Monday morning and Friday at noon within 24 hours. Emails sent 
between Friday at noon and Sunday night will receive replies the first weekday after 
they are received. 

 
d. Academic Integrity: Students are to consult only the assigned textbook, primary 
sources, and items posted to Brightspace to complete their work; no external resources 
are permitted. I expect all written work in this course to be the student’s own. In 
particular, if I detect that a student has plagiarized online sources or another’s work – 
even if the student has not used any words from that source – he or she will be 
penalized at a minimum with a zero on the assignment and possibly with an F in the 
course and a report to the dean and department chair. 
 
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty 
members promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the 
components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for 
cheating and plagiarism.  

 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not 
limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a 
better grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any 
information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or 
attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting 
the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism 
are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least 
partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise 
obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or 
ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit. Please read the 
complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student-academic-dishonesty-4.1.pdf  
 
e. Withheld Grades (Semester Grades Policy, A-54): Ordinarily, at the discretion of the 
instructor of record and with the approval of the academic chair/director, a grade of WH 
will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of 
unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year 
from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically 
becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will 
automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of 
computing the grade point average.  

 
f. Students with Disabilities: To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate 
formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with disabilities must contact the Office of 
Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 
(TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student-academic-dishonesty-4.1.pdf


instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure 
to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For additional 
information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/ 

g. Technical Support and Issues: If you need help navigating Brightspace (D2L), visit SFA 
Online's Brightspace Student Support & Tutorials page immediately. Specifically, make 
sure your browser settings are appropriate for Brightspace. (View this video on browser 
settings.) 

The technical nature of the course demands preparation on your part. It is the 
responsibility of the student to ensure that all electronic submissions of worksheets, 
essays, and exams are successful, and any incorrect files or broken attachments will be 
considered as late until corrected, so always check that the correct document was 
uploaded successfully. Similarly with quizzes, students should take care to begin a quiz 
only in an environment with a stable internet connection and that is free from any 
foreseeable interruption. Unless adequate documentation of a legitimate technical issue 
can be provided, students will not be permitted to restart a quiz once they have begun. 

SFA Online's Student Services page offers a variety of support. Students who have 
technical difficulties with Brightspace (D2L) should email SFA's Brightspace Support 
Team at d2l@sfasu.edu (from your SFA or personal email account) or call them at 
888.357.3278 or 936.468.1919 (available Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 
The members of SFA's Brightspace Support Team are true professionals and will do their 
best to help you. Though you may be frustrated and exasperated by technological 
difficulties when you call them, please remember to extend to them the utmost respect 
and courtesy. For general computer and Internet issues that are not Brightspace-
related, visit the Technical Support Center. 

 *I reserve the right to revise this syllabus to enhance student learning. 
 
G. Course Calendar 
 

Date: Due: 

M 6/28  Introduction Post 

T 6/29  Unit 1 Key Terms 

 Unit 1 Discussion Post 

W 6/30  Unit 1 Discussion Replies 

 Unit 2 Key Terms 

 Unit 2 Discussion Post 

R 7/1  Unit 2 Discussion Replies 

 

M 7/5 Units 1-2 Exam (100 minutes; available 12 pm – 2 pm) 

http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/
http://www.sfaonline.info/#%21d2ltutorials-/c14y8
http://www.sfaonline.info/#%21d2ltutorials-/c14y8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=8iFiALr6j18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=8iFiALr6j18
http://www.sfaonline.info/#%21studentservices/cb58
mailto:d2l@sfasu.edu
http://www.sfasu.edu/tsc/


 *Note: You must contact me via email at least 48 hours prior to the exam 
if fixed work or family obligations will prevent you from taking the exam 
during this window. The same goes for future exams. Any alternative 
start time will still take place on the same day. 

T 7/6  Unit 3 Key Terms 

 Unit 3 Discussion Post 

W 7/7  Unit 3 Discussion Replies 

 Unit 4 Key Terms 

 Unit 4 Discussion Post 

R 7/8  Unit 4 Discussion Replies 

 Unit 5 Key Terms 

 Unit 5 Discussion Post 

 

M 7/12  Unit 5 Discussion Replies 

T 7/13 Units 3-5 Exam (100 minutes; available 12 pm – 2 pm) 

W 7/14  Unit 6 Key Terms 

 Unit 6 Discussion Post 

R 7/15   Unit 6 Discussion Replies 

 Unit 7 Key Terms 

 Unit 7 Discussion Post 

 

M 7/19  Unit 7 Discussion Replies 

 Unit 8 Key Terms 

 Unit 8 Discussion Post 

T 7/20  Unit 8 Discussion Replies 

W 7/21 Units 6-8 Exam (100 minutes; available 12 pm – 2 pm) 

R 7/22  Unit 9 Key Terms 

 Unit 9 Discussion Post 

 

M 7/26  Unit 9 Discussion Replies 

 Unit 10 Key Terms 

 Unit 10 Discussion Post 

T 7/27  Unit 10 Discussion Replies 

 Unit 11 Key Terms 

 Unit 11 Discussion Post 

W 7/28  Unit 11 Discussion Replies 

R 7/29 Units 9-11 Exam (100 minutes; available 12 pm – 2 pm) 

 

M 8/2  Unit 12 Key Terms 

 Unit 12 Discussion Post 

T 8/3  Unit 12 Discussion Replies 

 Unit 13 Key Terms 



 Unit 13 Discussion Post 

W 8/4  Unit 13 Discussion Replies 

 Unit 14 Key Terms 

 Unit 14 Discussion Post 

R 8/5  Unit 14 Discussion Replies 

F 8/6 Units 12-14 Exam (100 minutes; available 12 pm – 2 pm) 

 


