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HISTORY 1302 - 502 
U.S. History, 1877 – Present 

Professor: Dr. Paul J. P. Sandul, Ph.D. 
Email:  sandulpj@sfasu.edu (best contact) 

Phone: 468-6643 / Office: Liberal Arts North (Vera Dugas) # 363 
Office Hours: By appt. 
Department: History 

Class meeting place & time: D2L 
 
Virtual Office/Student Hours: I will conduct office hours virtually. The simplest way to arrange a 
meeting, especially if you’d like to chat via Zoom, is to email me at sandulpj@sfasu.edu and tell 
me you’d like to schedule a meeting. I will then send you a link for zoom. Note that I will always 
make myself available to you via virtual office hours (and by email). All you need to do is to email 
me about an issue or topic and we will set up something.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
A comprehensive survey of American history from the end of Reconstruction to the present. Meets 
Texas state requirements for all graduates. 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
HIS 1302 is part of the university’s Core Curriculum and as such strives towards both the general 
goals of the core and the specific objectives for classes designated for inclusion in the American 
History Foundational Component Area as defined by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board.   
 
Courses in this Foundational Component Area focus on the consideration of past events and 
ideas relative to the United States.  Courses in this area, such as HIS 1302, include instruction in 
the interaction among individuals, communities, states, the nation, and the world, considering how 
these interactions have contributed to the development of the United States and its global role. In 
addition to learning the above, students in HIS 1302 will demonstrate the more general ability to: 

 Think critically, which includes the ability to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information 
about this period of history. 

 Communicate effectively by developing and expressing ideas through written and visual 
communication. 

 Gain intercultural competence, a knowledge of civic responsibility, and an awareness of how 
humans in the past have engaged effectively in regional, national, and global communities. 

 Understand the role that personal responsibility has played throughout history and gain the 
ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to making ethical decisions. 

 
PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific program learning outcomes 
for this major are addressed in this course. 
 
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: 

 Complete all reading assignments prior to the date;  

 Take exams and quizzes when scheduled. 
 
REQUIRED TEXT: 

 Queer America by Vicki L. Eaklor (REQUIRED)
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COURSE EVALUATION & GRADING: 

10 Participation Responses (200 total 
points; or 20% of the final grade): 

200  Grade Scale in 
Total Points: 
 
A = 900-1,000 
B = 800-899 
C = 700-799 
D = 600-699 
F = 0-599 

3 Multiple Choice Exams (375 total points; 
or 37.5% of the final grade) 

375  

3 Essays (300 total points; or 30% of the 
final grade) 

300 

1 Reading Quiz on Queer America 125 

Total 1,000 points 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
The assignment breakdown for this semester is as follows below [all assignments will be completed 
and/or turned in via D2L]. 
  

 10 Participation Responses (200 total points; or 20% of the final grade): 
  

Because this is an online class, you will have regular participation responses due at the end of 10 of 
the 14 modules to ensure you are engaging the material (each participation response is a pass/fail 
grade worth 20 points, so 200 points possible overall). Specifically, you will be given a prompt relating 
to the material covered within 10 of the modules. You are to respond to each one of these to earn 
participation response points (usually a short answer of 100 to 150 words each). Note that while there 
are 14 modules, there are only 10 participation responses because I decided not to assign you a 
participation response the week an exam is due to be completed. In other words, I wanted to give 
you a bit more time to study the material before the exam and not to worry about a participation 
response. Nevertheless, you will still be held accountable for the material within the modules that do 
not have a participation response attached to them via the exams and discussion essays (described 
below). In that vein, I also decided not to assign a participation response the week before the last 
exam to give you more time to study the material, as well as to give you more time to compete the 
book quiz (described below) if you had not yet done so. Finally, please note that these responses are 
pass/fail: a simple system of grading whereby you either "pass" the assignment and get the full 20 
points or you "fail" the assignment and receive no points. (To receive a passing grade, then, I expect 
nuanced responses that directly deal with the question and material at hand.) Note that you will need 
to upload your responses to Dropbox (found under the "Course Tools" tab on the banner atop this 
page). Please see the “Course Schedule” for dates.  

  
 3 Multiple Choice Exams (375 total points; or 37.5% of the final grade): 

  
There will be three exams throughout the semester that will correlate with the three units (note there 
are 3 units—and within each unit are modules). Specifically, the exams will be given at the end of 
each unit (so three exams for three units). Each exam will consist of 50 multiple choice questions 
worth 2.5 points, or 125 points total per exam for 375 points total for all three exams. Note that each 
exam is fact based and founded on the key terms and ideas highlighted within the material found 
inside each module. Also note that you will have 60 minutes to take each exam. To access the exams, 
you can follow the link provided at the end of the corresponding unit, or access it under "Quizzes" on 
the "Course Tools" tab on the banner atop this page. Please see the “Course Schedule” for dates. 

 
o Exam 1 will cover Unit 1 (modules 1-5); 
o Exam 2 will cover Unit 2 (modules 6-9); 
o Exam 3 will cover Unit 2 (modules 10-14). 
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 3 Essays (300 total points; or 30% of the final grade): 
  
You will be submitting three essays (worth 100 points each) throughout the semester. All essays will 
be submitted via Dropbox in D2L (you can find it under the "Course Tools" tab on the banner atop 
this page). Please see the “Course Schedule” for dates. 

  
 1 Book Quiz (125 total points; or 12.5% of the final grade): 
  
You will have a book quiz over the assigned book, Queer America. It will consist of 20 multiple choice 
questions worth 6.25 points each. I decided to not assign you a written review precisely because (1) 
you have so many other writing assignments and (2) because, at this stage in your career, I want you 
to develop a “reading habit,” while also learning to read for major details and, key, to retain those 
details (hence why the points are high for this one!). With that said, the quiz will cover major items, 
not frivolous details buried on some random page. You can access the quiz under "Quizzes" on the 
"Course Tools" tab on the banner atop this page. Please see the “Course Schedule” for dates. 

  
Academic Integrity (A-9.1) 
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members promote 
academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well 
as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  
 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) 
using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a 
class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; 
and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is 
presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are 
(1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of 
another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or 
another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the 
author due credit. 
 
Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 
 
Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)  
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic chair/director, 
a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of 
unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year from the end of 
the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register 
for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a 
repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average.  
 
Students with Disabilities 
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with 
disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 
325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the 
course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request 
services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 
Explanation of credit hours awarded for course 
 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/
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HIST 1302 (United States History II) meets for 2,250 minutes (37.5 hours), including examination times, 
during the course of a semester. Students typically have weekly reading assignments from a combination 
of textbooks, primary document collections, and supplemental materials (biographies, historical novels, 
memoirs, etc). Typical sections of the course require students to take 2-3 exams per semester, in addition 
to the final exam. Many also require students to take quizzes. Course instructors are required to hold 
regular scheduled office hours to make themselves available to consult with students as needed. 
Combined, studying for quizzes/exams, doing the required reading, completing writing assignments, and 
consulting with course instructors average two hours of work outside the classroom for every hour spent 
in the classroom. Online sections of the course contain extensive written content within modules, and 
instructors hold "electronic office hours" to consult with students as needed, generally responding to 
student inquiries within twenty-four hours. Online course content includes the same information students 
in a face-to-face lecture course receive, requiring students to engage the online modules for at least 
2,250 minutes per term. Besides engaging the material in the modules, online students have outside 
reading assignments similar to those mentioned above for face-to-face students. Thus, for every hour an 
online student spends engaging the content in the modules, he/she spends at least two hours completing 
associated activities and assessments. 
 
Course Schedule 
  
For long semesters I typically provide a rather detailed set of course calendars with precise due dates for 
all assignments and expectations. But this is summer. And it’s only six weeks long! As such, only several 
due dates are worth noting. 
  
But first a word about the schedule and the expectations for this course. The first thing to note is that 
online courses are often referred to as “go-at-your-own-pace.” On the one hand, this is true of this course. 
We will not be meeting on specific dates whereby you will be presented or held accountable for specific 
material. On the other hand, you will notice that I placed several due dates on assignments and 
expectations to help keep things moving, precisely so as to: (1) keep you at a manageable pace so that 
work does not pile up closer to the end of the semester; and (2) it allows me more time to carefully grade 
your work. Let me elaborate on the second point more. Because there is a fair amount of writing in this 
course, you will want to go over the feedback I give you to help strengthen your writing and work moving 
forward. With that said, if you wait till the last minute to complete something, it will lessen the amount of 
time I will be able to give to your work and, in turn, help you to improve. 
  
REMEMBER / PAY HEED: (1) You cannot advance in this course until you have completed the activities 
in the Course Introduction, specifically the two quizzes on (a) cheating and plagiarism and (b) the 
syllabus, as well as to post a discussion introducing yourself to me; (2) all participation responses, exams, 
and discussion essays will close on the close date listed on the calendar below and, as such, if you fail 
to complete the activity by then, you will receive no points for such (unless you have a documented 
medical, legal, or personal excuse). Note: because I close participation responses, exams, and 
discussion essays, I will always leave the content within the units and modules open for your benefit 
(well, after you have completed the activities in the Course Introduction).  
 
Professor's Grading Schedule: Again, because this is an online class things work differently, and more 
quickly, than a long semester. Typically, I set aside the weekends to do most grading, but because (1) 
this class is only five weeks long and (2) only has two real close dates for activities, I will always strive to 
post grades for assignments on Mondays and Fridays (though I will be working on grading throughout). 
Hence, whenever you turn in an assignment, you should expect to see the grade for that assignment by 
the next Monday/Friday (please allow one of those days to pass if you turned your assignment in only 
the day before or so--e.g., you turn in something Thursday, so you might not see the grade Friday, but 
Monday at the latest). The only exception to my turn around time is if you hand in everything--or many 
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things--nearly all at once and near the close dates. i may require some more time to get through such an 
amount of material. 
 

Assignment/Activity Recommended Turn In 
Date 

Close Date 

Course Introduction Monday, May 17 Monday, June 7 

Cheating & Plagiarism Quiz Monday, May 17 Monday, June 7 

Syllabus Quiz Monday, May 17 Monday, June 7 

Module 1 & Participation 
Response (PR) 

Wednesday, May 19 Monday, June 7 

Module 2 & PR Friday, May 21 Monday, June 7 

Module 3 & PR Monday, May 24 Monday, June 7 

Module 4 & PR Wednesday, May 26 Monday, June 7 

Essay 1 – Unit 1 Friday, May 28 Monday, June 7 

Module 5 – No PR Saturday, May 29 Monday, June 7 

Exam 1 – Unit 1 Monday, May 31 Monday, June 7 

Module 6 & PR Wednesday, June 2 Wednesday, June 23 

Module 7 & PR Friday, June 4 Wednesday, June 23 

Module 8 & PR Sunday, June 6 Wednesday, June 23 

Essay 2 – Unit 2 Tuesday. June 8 Wednesday, June 23 

Module 9 – No PR Wednesday, June 9 Wednesday, June 23 

Exam 2 – Unit 2 Friday, June 11 Wednesday, June 23 

Module 10 & PR Sunday, June 13 Wednesday, June 23 

Module 11 & PR Tuesday, June 15 Wednesday, June 23 

Module 12 & PR Thursday, June 17 Wednesday, June 23 

Module 13 – No PR Friday, June 18 Wednesday, June 23 

Essay 3 – Unit 3 Sunday, June 20 Wednesday, June 23 

Module 14 – No PR Tuesday, June 22 Wednesday, June 23 

Book Quiz – Queer America Wednesday, June 23 Friday, June 25 

Exam 3 – Unit 3 Friday, June 25 Friday, June 25 

*Remember: all participation responses, exams, and essays will close on the close date listed on 
the calendar above and, as such, if you fail to complete the activity by then, you will receive no 
points for such! 
 


