
Course Description Art Appreciation - For the non-art major, focusing on Western Cultural history 
through the visual arts. Approved for general education requirement.

Student Learning 
Goals

• The purpose of this course is to provide students with an introduction to the 
visual arts. The course will deal with the nature of art questioning the definition of 
art, examining the reasons why artists and cultures create art. Students will also 
study the formal components of art by studying the art elements and design prin-
ciples of two and three dimensional art works. Students will also learn about the 
processes and tools used in various art disciplines. 

Course Regulations • Participation in the class is essential for the course. Active Involvement in class                
  discussions will reflect the students understanding of class materials. 

• You are responsible for getting information and missed assignments.

• You should not wear headphones, or do home work for other classes. Please

  Turn off all your electronic devices (cell phone, ipod etc.)

• All assignments must be completed and submitted on time. Late assignments

  will not be accepted.

• Missing assignments will adversely affect your final grade.

Attendance Attendance is required for this class.  
3 absences will result in a 1 full letter grade deduction on your Final Grade
4 absences will result in a 2 full letter grade deduction on your Final Grade
5+ absences will result in an F for this course

Students are required to sign-in at the end of class. Your record of attendance is 
your responsibility. If you forget to sign-in, you must contact me that same day to 
get credit for attending. Please let me know beforehand (when possible) if you will 
be missing class. 

ART 280. 002     Art Appreciation             

Course Time and Location      M-TH 2:40 PM — 4:35 PM, Art 106

Office Hours &
Contact Information  
                       

E-mail: moralessa@sfasu.edu           
Office phone: 936.468.6265
Office: ART 123F
Office hours: M-TH 1:00 PM — 2:00 PM

Instructor Selma Arely Morales Roberts



Evaluation and 
Assessments

This course will combine especial projects, one essay assignment and exams. 

20%  Critique essay

20% Media of Art project  

30% Mid-term exam

30% Final Exam

Grading Percentage

Grading  System (A  90-100)  Excellent work that exceeds the requirements of the assignment and 
         performance expectation of the class.

(B  80-89)    Above average work that demonstrates a thorough understanding of  
         the assignment, with enthusiastic participation in the class.

(C  70-79)    Average work that meets the minimum course requirements.

(D  60-69)    Below average work with minimal involvement in the class.

(F  <60)        Failure to accomplish the requirements of the assignment.

Textbook No Textbook required

WEEK 1 Part One: The language of Visual Experience 

WEEK 2 Part One + Part Two: The Media of Art 

WEEK 3 Part Two: The Media of Art. 

WEEK 4 Part Three: Art as Cultural Heritage 

WEEK 5 Part Four: The Modern World

Aug 15  Final Exam

Calendar may be adjusted throughout the course. 

Tentative Class 
Schedule



Academic Integrity 
(A-9.1)

Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty 
members promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on 
the components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on 
penalties for cheating and plagiarism. 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes 
but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in 
achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or inven-
tion of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) 
helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagia-
rism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. 
Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one’s own 
work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work 
that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another 
source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one’s paper 
without giving the author due credit.
Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_in-
tegrity.asp

Withheld Grades 
Semester Grades 
Policy (A-54)

Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the 
academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot 
complete the coursework because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must 
complete the work within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which 
they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register 
for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and 
will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade 
point average. 

Students with 
Disabilities

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary 
aids, students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services 
(ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as 
early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course in-
structor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Fail-
ure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For 
additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/.

Student Code of Con-
duct: Policy 10.4

Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the 
class or the ability of other students to learn from the instructional program. Unac-
ceptable or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  Students who disrupt the 
learning environment may be asked to leave class and may be subject to judicial, 
academic or other penalties. This policy    applies to all instructional forums, includ-
ing electronic, classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The instructor 
shall have full discretion over what behavior is appropriate/inappropriate in the 
classroom.  Students who do not attend class regularly or who perform poorly on 
class projects/exams may be referred to the iCare: Early Alert Program at SFA.  In-
formation regarding the iCare program is found at https://www.sfasu.edu/judicial/
earlyalert.asp or call the office at 936-468-2703.


