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Description: 

This course is designed to prepare students for university studies where reading and writing are of great importance. This 

lecture/labbased course is designed specifically to prepare students for Rhetoric and Composition (ENG 131 ). Integrated Reading and 

Writing topics include applying active reading strategies and facilitating sentence and paragraph WTiting, basic reading and critical 

writing skills, and prepares students to write college-appropriate compositions. This course integrates Developmental Reading (RDG 

099) and Developmental Writing I (ENG 099). This course carries institutional credit but will not transfer and may not be used to 

meet degree requirements. Prerequisite: Placement by testing, or Instructor approval. 

Additional Information 

Students should expect to complete work in both reading and WTiting practices. While study skills may be included as part of the 

course materials, students should be prepared to do a substantial amount of reading to facilitate how to comprehend and interpret 

messages in a variety of texts, and to learn how to discuss through oral and written communication the information and themes 

presented in the texts. Additionally, students will be required to write a number of assignments, ranging from sentence-level, to 

paragraph, to unified theme, and to be able to write these assignments according to the conventions of Standard American English. 

Writing Effectively 

To write effectively, you think in writing-you investigate, summarize, offer opinions, give specific details, and ask and answer 

questions about your topic. You question what others think; you even question your own thoughts.You go beneath the surface ideas 

of the topic into imaginings, possibilities, and solutions. In this class, you will use writing to enhance your knowledge and think 

deeply about the issues you study. 

Reading Effectively 

Read, reread, review, take notes, annotate the text, predict answers and outcomes, question the text, circle specific information, divide 

fact from opinion, create images and graphs, compare and contrast actions and ideas, and discuss topics with peers to help yourself 

remember, understand, and investigate about what you read. 

Course Objectives: 

According to the Academic Course Guide Manual (ACGM) of the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (October 

2012), upon the successful completion of this course, IRW students will achieve these skills: 



1. Locate explicit textual information, draw complex inferences, and analyze and evaluate the information within

and across multiple texts of varying lengths.

2. Comprehend and use vocabulary effectively in speaking, reading, and writing.

3. Identify and analyze the audience, purpose, and message across a variety of texts.

4. Describe and apply insights gained from reading and writing a variety of texts.

5. Compose a variety of texts that demonstrate reading comprehension, clear focus, logical development of ideas,

and use of appropriate language that advance the writer's purpose.

6. Determine and use effective approaches and rhetorical strategies for given reading and writing situations.

7. Generate ideas and gather information relevant to the topic and purpose, incorporating the ideas and words of

other writers in student writing using established strategies.

8. Evaluate relevance and quality of ideas and information in recognizing, formulating, and developing a claim.

9. Develop and use effective reading and revision strategies to strengthen the writer's ability to compose college-level

writing assignments.

10. Recognize and apply the conventions of standard English in reading and writing.

Student Learning Outcomes: 

Students will be able to: 

Compose a variety of essays that demonstrate clear focus, the logical development of ideas in well-organized paragraph 

and essay formats, and the use of appropriate language that advances the author's purpose. 

Locate explicit textual information, draw complex inferences, and analyze and evaluate the information within. 

Define new vocabulary and concepts and use them accurately in reading, speaking, and writing. 

Describe, analyze, and evaluate information across literary, expository, and persuasive readings. 

Explain how literary and other texts evoke personal experience and reveal character in narrative and expository texts. 

Edit and submit multiple drafts that reflect judicious use of self, peer, and instructor assessment. 

English Program Learning Outcomes: 

This is not a major or minor-level course, and no specific program learning outcomes for this major are addressed in this 

course. 

Required Texts and Materials: 

There is no required text for this class. Reading handouts will be provided. 

More information on reading and writing assignments will be forthcoming. Compositions will be graded both on 

substance ( quality and accuracy of ideas) as well as expression (tone, style, syntax). Exams may include M/C, short answer, 

and essay formats. 

Grade Criteria: 

Your grade for this course is pass or fail. Essays will be marked ( - Not passing) ( + Passing). Tests and other assignment 

are assigned points, and percentages follow the grading standard shown below. Writing journals are periodically checked 

and grades assigned for completion as well as quality of work. 







Academic Integrity (A-9.1): 

Academic integrity is the responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members promote academic integrity 

in multiple ways, including instruction on the components of academic honesty as well as abiding by university policy on 

penalties for cheating and plagiarism. Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but 

is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component 

of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) 

helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of 

another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own 

work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise 

obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper 

without giving the author due credit. Please read the complete policy at: 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp. 

Withheld Grades Policy (A-54): 

The following is taken from SFASU's Policy Manual (2012), "Semester Grades Policy" (A-54). 

At the discretion of the instructor ofrecord and with the approval of the academic chair/director, a grade ofWH will be 

assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must 

complete the work within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 

automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms, the WH will automatically become an 

F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 

Students with Disabilities: 

To obtain disability-related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with disabilities must 

contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as 

possible in the semester. Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or 

auxiliary aids to be provided. Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For 

additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 




