
English 131.501 

Rhetoric and Composition 

SYLLABUS 

Department of English, SFASU 

Summer II 2018 

Teacher:    Anne M. Duncan 

e-mail address:    aduncan@sfasu.edu 

Personal phone:  936 615-9050       

Office Hours:    Virtual office hours - unlimited 

                          Face-to-face times by appointment 

Office:    Ferguson 288 

Office phone #:    936 468-2028 

Class meeting place:  On-line, d2l.sfasu.edu 

Course access:    Use your MySFA log-in information to log-in to this course homepage. 

Best Ways to Contact Me 

 I may be reached using the e-mail tool in our course. Sending me an e-mail in 
MySFA is NOT a good option after our course opens. 

 If necessary, you may call me or send a text using my personal phone number. 
 I will meet with any student in my office by appointment. 

Technical Support Information 

For D2L technical support, contact student support in the Office of Instructional 
Technology (OIT) at d2l@sfasu.edu or 936-468-1919. If you call after regular business 
hours or on a weekend, please leave a voicemail. 

For general computer support (not related to D2L), contact the Technical Support 
Center (TSC) at 936-468-HELP (4357) or at helpdesk@sfasu.edu. 

To learn more about using D2L, visit SFA ONLINE at http://sfaonline.sfasu.edu , where 
you’ll find written instructions and video tutorials. 

mailto:aduncan@sfasu.edu
mailto:d2l@sfasu.edu
mailto:helpdesk@sfasu.edu
http://sfaonline.sfasu.edu/


  

General Education Core Curriculum Objectives: 

In any given semester, one or more of the following Core Curriculum Objectives for the 
English Foundational Component Area in Communication Writing may be assessed. 
These objectives are: 

  

1. Critical Thinking: Creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation and 
synthesis of information. 

2. Communication Skills: Effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas 
through written, oral and visual communication. 

3. Teamwork: The ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively with 
others to support a shared purpose or goal. 

4. Personal Responsibility: The ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to 
ethical decision-making. 

  

English Program Learning Outcomes 

This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific program learning 
outcomes for this major are addressed in this course. 

The chart below indicates the core objectives addressed by this course, the 
assignment(s) that will be used to assess the objectives in this course. 

Core Objective Definition Course Assignment Title Date Due in LiveText 
Critical Thinking 
Skills 

To include creative thinking, 
innovation, inquiry, and 
analysis, evaluation and 
synthesis of information. 

 All assignments in this class 
are meant to give students 
the opportunity to develop 
critical thinking skills. 

 Various due dates 

Communication 
Skills 

  

To include effective 
development, interpretation 
and expression of ideas 
though written, oral, and 
visual communication. 

 All assignments in this class 
are meant to give students 
the opportunity to develop 
communication skills. 

Capstone Assignment 

 Various due dates 

  

                                            

Empirical and 
Quantitative Skills 

To include the manipulation 
and analysis of numerical 
data or observable facts 
resulting in informed 
conclusions. 

 Each time the students 
review and revise their 
writing, they are 
manipulating and analyzing 
observable data and drawing 
informed conclusions. 

 Various due dates 



Teamwork To include the ability to 
consider different points of 
view and to work effectively 
with others to support a 
shared purpose or goal. 

 The discussion assignments 
and the group assignment 
satisfy the "teamwork" 
objective. 

 Various due dates 

Personal 
Responsibility 

To include the ability to 
connect choices, actions 
and consequences to 
ethical decision-making. 

 Completing all the parts of 
this course requires students 
to assume personal 
responsibility.   

 Various due dates 

Social Responsibility To include intercultural 
competence, knowledge of 
civic responsibility, and the 
ability to engage effectively 
in regional, national, and 
global communities. 

 Assigned reading for this 
class will allow students to 
develop their own notions of 
what it means to be socially 
responsible. 

Various due dates 

  

Student Learning Outcomes for ENG 131: 

At the completion of this course, students will be able to:  

 Identify and analyze texts with the goal of examining the rhetorical structure, veracity of 

claims, sufficient use of accurate and credible evidence, as well as possible use in 

creative, analytical, and persuasive components (Critical Thinking); 

 Participate in productive class and group discussion and examination of texts, in order to 

analyze and synthesize a variety of texts, via a multi-step drafting process (Critical 

Thinking); 

 Understand the role of personal responsibility in the inevitable choices involved in the 

composition process, in the evaluation of one’s own writing and the writing of other 

students, in the ethical use of ideas and information, and in the critical evaluation of all 

assigned texts (Personal Responsibility);  

 Recognize the collaborative and social aspects of the writing process by producing 

collaborative work and/or feedback for peers and selectively using peer feedback in their 

own work (Teamwork); 

 Refine knowledge of organizational and linguistic structures – including grammar, 

punctuation, and spelling – through practice in composing and revising 

(Communication);  

 Compose texts in response to a variety of situations and contexts calling for purposeful 

shifts in voice, tone, level of formality, design, medium, and/or structure 

(Communication).  

  

Specific Course Information 

Description:  

ENG 131, Rhetoric and Composition – “Study and application of the writing process and 
the skills of writing with a focus on analytical reading and writing. Essay assignments 
address rhetorical analysis and evaluation and critical responses to close readings of 
texts. Required of all students who do not qualify for English 133H. Prerequisite: 



acceptable THEA score or at least a C in English 099. Must earn a grade of C or higher 
to be admitted to English 132.” College Bulletin, 2012-2013.  

Additional Information: 

English 131 is the first half of the basic composition year that is studied by almost all 
students at Stephen F. Austin State University. The course is made up of reading 
assignments that provide models of good writing and provoke discussion that is meant 
to lead students to the ideas that they will include in their writing. The writing instruction 
and practice is meant to prepare students to complete a college degree and to 
competently use language in any personal or professional setting. 

In English 131, students study and practice the writing process and the skills of writing 
with a focus on analytical reading and writing. Students read and write a range of essay 
types, including expressive, explicatory, analytical, and persuasive. Essay assignments 
address rhetorical analysis and critical responses to close readings of text. Students in 
English 131 are required to write a minimum of four formal essays (totaling at least 20 
pages) and at least one in-class timed essay. 

This section of ENG 131 focuses on the theme of the individual’s relationship to society 
and how individuals participate in cultural practices and in various communities. With 
this theme guiding us, we will complete five units of study with each unit considering a 
different aspect of culture and community. 

Required Texts and Materials:  

The Mercury Reader: A Reader for Freshman English ISBN 0-558-28179-6 

NOTE:  The textbook is important for your success in this class.  Some of the material 
from the text has been scanned into particular modules, but not all of it.  You will find it 
helpful to have a copy of the book. 

Course Requirements: 

The work for this course includes reading assignments from the text, The Mercury 
Reader,  opportunities to respond to the reading, several practice activities and quizzes, 
five major writing assignments and a final exam (a final essay). The course work 
includes sending e-mails, and using the discussion board. The course requires that the 
reading and writing be done in a timely fashion so that students can participate in 
discussion and submit writing assignments when they are due. 

Prior to Beginning the Class 

Be sure you have your MySFA login and password in order. When the class opens, do 
the "Getting Started" module.  Purchase a copy of the textbook either from the 



bookstore or online at the SFA Bookstore or Amazon.com or another on-line 
bookstore.  Make sure you purchase the correct edition of the textbook. 

Assignments and Grades 

All writing assignments must be typed and submitted as a Microsoft Word (or Rich Text 
Format) document online through D2L. All assignments will be graded for proper format, 
soundness of content, attention to rhetorical context, resourcefulness, grammar, and 
mechanics; that is substance, as well as expression. 

You will submit a rough draft for each major essay beginning with Module 
Two.  For Essay One only (in Module Two), I will put comments on your rough 
draft.  You will be able to use my comments to complete your final essay 
submission.  For subsequent essays, you will submit a rough draft so that I can 
refer to your draft if you have specific questions as you work toward your final 
submission.   

All essays must be in MLA format, with one inch margins, no cover page, and a Works 
Cited page if specified in the assignment instructions. Text should be either Cambria or 
Times New Roman 12 point, and double-spaced. Pages should not be right or full 
justified. Pages should be numbered, in the header, at the top right hand side of all 
pages, along with the author's last name (Duncan #).  The major work in the course is 
the writing; all the course work is designed to help you improve your writing skills. Doing 
all the course reading and writing assignments increases the possibility of academic 
success. 

All assignments must be completed in the order in which they are given.  All the 
assignments for each module must be submitted before the next module begins; check 
the dates for each module in the Timeline. If you need extra time, you should consult 
with me.  Work that is more than two days late will earn no more than 70%.  Allowing 
yourself to get behind, in an on-line class especially, can be disastrous.  Consult with 
me immediately if extenuating circumstances have affected your submitting work by the 
deadline.  

In compliance with university and departmental guidelines, all essay assignments 
will automatically be submitted to Turnitin (a program that checks for plagiarism). 

  

Deadlines and late work 

You are expected to turn in all assignments on time. Late work will be accepted only 
according to the following guidelines: 

 If you are running into delays completing any assignments, CONTACT ME 
AHEAD OF THE DUE DATE to explain the problem. 

http://sfasu.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&storeId=19555&langId=-1&level=1
http://www.amazon.com/New-Used-Textbooks-Books/b/ref=sa_menu_tb0?ie=UTF8&node=465600&pf_rd_p=328655101&pf_rd_s=left-nav-1&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_i=507846&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_r=18MR826J9XTAK2ENVEZR


 Failure to complete each module on time will have an impact on your success in 
this class.   

 Group work must be completed within the timeframe allowed in the 
Timeline.  There is no option for an alternate assignment or for a late 
submission.  (There are no group assignments in Maymester or Summer 
semesters.) 

The assignments and grades for this course will be weighted as follows: 

9 discussion assignments 79 points 

5 quizzes @ 55 points total 55 points 

Orientation Module  paragraph 
@ 5 points 5 points 

Literacy Narrative @ 20 points 20 points 

1 Sentence Writing Ex. @ 5 
points 5 points 

Pronoun Exercise @ 5 points 5 points 

6 essays @ 100 points each 

Plus 5 rough draft 
submissions @ 5 points each 

625 points 

Total 794 pts 

  

Grade Criteria:  

Overall, your grade will be based on the number of available points you earn.  At the 
end of each module, your “Average to Date” will be in your “Grades” list. 

Here is an example of how an average is figured:  Points earned    584   

                                                                                Points possible  794 

584 divided by 7.94 = 73.5  



If you are figuring your average in the middle of the semester, the total possible points 
will be those available up to that time. 

Grading Standard: 

A: 90-100: Students earning the grade of an A on any assignment will have completed 
work that obviously demonstrates a more than average understanding of the course 
material and completion of all aspects and requirements of the assignment. The grade 
of an A is reserved for that work which expertly displays one’s ability to engage the 
ideas at hand, recognize and dialogue about the complications of such ideas, and 
translate such dialogue into clear, academic prose that is free of stigmatized errors. 

  

B: 80-89: Students earning the grade of a B on any assignment will have completed 
work that demonstrates a more than average understanding of the course material and 
completion of all aspects and requirements of the assignment. The grade of a B is 
reserved for that work which adeptly displays one’s ability to engage the ideas at hand, 
recognize and dialogue about the complications of such ideas, and translate such 
dialogue into clear, academic prose that is free of stigmatized errors. However, the level 
of thought, while still above average, may fluctuate in terms of analytic abilities and 
expression. 

  

C: 70-79: Students earning the grade of a C on any assignment will have completed 
work that demonstrates an average understanding of the course material and 
completion of all aspects and requirements of the assignment. The grade of a C is 
reserved for that work which displays one’s ability to engage the ideas at hand (more so 
through summary and response rather than analysis), recognize and dialogue about the 
complications of such ideas (however, the complications recognized will focus more on 
surface level issues rather than the greater whole), and translate such dialogue into 
clear, academic prose that is free of distracting errors. As can be seen from this 
description, the level of thought will be acceptable and display that a student has read 
the assignment, but his/her analytic abilities and level of expression will not be nearly as 
complicated nor developed. Instead, C work will display a student’s hold to traditional 
methods of expression (simpler construction of sentence and paragraph development) 
and a struggle to develop complex, critical thinking skills. 

  

D: 60-69: Students earning the grade of a D on any assignment will have completed 
work that demonstrates a below average understanding of course material and a lack of 
completion of all aspects and requirements of the assignment. The grade of a D is 
reserved for that work which displays one’s struggle or refusal to engage the ideas at 
hand, simply summarizes the work under study with no actual recognition of or dialogue 



about the complications of such ideas, and the translation of ideas into writing is 
completed in such a convoluted manner that the audience will have difficulty following 
the conversation. 

  

F: 0-59: Students earning the grade of a F on any assignment will either not have 
completed the assignment, will have completed the assignment but not followed the 
guidelines, or will have completed the assignment and demonstrated a complete 
misunderstanding of the course material. In this case, it will be obvious that the student 
has either not completed the required reading and/or given him/herself enough time to 
develop the work. The grade of a F is reserved for that work which does not engage the 
issues at hand, offers a base (not complete) summary of the work at hand with no 
critical engagement, and the translation of ideas into writing is either incomplete or the 
audience will be unable to follow the conversation. It is important to remember that a 
student can receive 0 out of 100 points. In the case that a student only partially 
completes an assignment or completes a work (in terms of page length, but not 
purpose) s/he may receive 0 points. 

Academic Integrity (A-9.1):  

Academic integrity is the responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty 
members promote academic integrity in multiple ways, including instruction on the 
components of academic honesty as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for 
cheating and plagiarism. Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. 
Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized 
materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) the 
falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; 
and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. 
Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. 
Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one’s own work 
when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been 
purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) 
incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one’s paper without giving the author 
due credit. Please read the complete policy at: 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp. 

Major assignments in this course are submitted to Turnitin.com. 

Withheld Grades Policy (A-54):  

The following is taken from SFASU’s Policy Manual (2012), “Semester Grades Policy” 
(A-54). 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp


At the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 
chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the 
course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work 
within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or 
the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future 
terms, the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course 
for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 

Students with Disabilities:  

To obtain disability-related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 
students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human 
Services Building 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester. 
Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation 
and/or auxiliary aids to be provided. Failure to request services in a timely manner may 
delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 

Other course policies 

Acceptable Student Behavior 

Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor'’ s ability to conduct the 
class or the ability of other students to learn from the instructional program (see the 
Student Conduct Code, policy D-34.1). Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be 
tolerated. Students who disrupt the learning environment may be asked to leave class 
and may be subject to judicial, academic or other penalties. This prohibition applies to 
all instructional forums, including electronic, classroom, labs, discussion groups, field 
trips, etc. The instructor shall have full discretion over what behavior is 
appropriate/inappropriate in the classroom. Students who do not attend class regularly 
or who perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred to the Early Alert 
Program. This program provides students with recommendations for resources or other 
assistance that is available to help SFA students succeed. 

Attendance Policy 

The attendance policy for this course is the official SFASU policy as stated at 
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/class_attendance_excused_abs.asp. 

Enforcing an attendance policy in an on-line class is difficult, something that can attract 
students for the wrong reasons. Obviously, students are often happy not to be locked 
into a class attendance policy. However, students in on-line classes have a greater 
responsibility for creating their own class time. You should log-in to the course every 
day. You may, of course, do so as it suits your schedule, but this on-line class will 
require the same sort of discipline that is required in a face-to-face class. 

http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/


Difficulties 

If you do not understand an instruction, or if you have questions or are having difficulties 
with the reading or writing assignments, please contact me as soon as possible. I can 
work with you to solve the problem. 

Email and phone messages 

The most reliable way to reach me is by sending an e-mail through D2L. If, in the event 
of an emergency, you need to send e-mail through mySFA, please include "English 
131" in the subject line. If you need to reach me by phone, use my home phone 
number; as long as all my teaching is on-line, my home phone number is my office 
number. 

  

Timeline for English 131.501 

Summer II 2018 

  

Important note:  Every assignment is not listed in the 
timeline. Read each module in "Content" to be sure of 

what is required for each one. The most important 
dates are the beginning and ending dates for each 

module.  All the work for each module must be 
completed by the time the next module opens. 

Getting 
Started 
Module 

Date Assignment 

July 10 Getting Started Module 

Orientation 
Module 

July 10 - 
July 11 

Orientation Module 

July 11 - 
July 13 

The Relationship of Reading to Writing 



July 11 Read Module 

July 12 Response to Reading due 

July 13 
Literacy Narrative is due and must be 
submitted to the appropriate dropbox folder 

July 13 - 
July 20 

Family and Community 

July 16 Read Module 

July 16 
Begin the reading assignments and do the 
responses to the discussion question 

July 17 Discussion posts due 

July 17 Begin the writing assignment 

July 17 - 
18 

Post a rough draft of Essay #1 to the 
discussion board and to the appropriate 
dropbox folder 

I will be putting comments on your Essay 1 
rough draft.  The sooner you submit it, the 
sooner I can read it and add comments, thus 
allowing adequate time for you to rewrite and 
submit your final draft to the dropbox. 

July 19 

Before 
noon 

Your comment on at least one rough draft of a 
classmate is due.  This peer review must be done 
in a timely fashion so that your comments will be 
useful to the classmate whose essay you are 
reviewing. 

July 20 

Essay #1 is due and should be submitted to the 
appropriate dropbox folder 

All module assignments must be completed. 

July 20 - 
July 25 

Education and Learning 

July 23 Read the Module 



July 23 Complete Reading Assignment 

July 23 Sentence Writing Practice due.  

July 24 Complete Reading Quizzes 

July 24 
Complete discussion assignment - rhetorical 
analysis 

July 24 Begin writing Essay #2 

July 24 
Submit rough draft to the appropriate dropbox 
folder 

July 25 

Essay #2 is due and should be submitted to the 
appropriate dropbox folder 

All module assignments must be completed. 

July 25 
-  July 

30 

Gender and Ethnicity 

July 26 Read the Module 

July 26 
Do the reading assignments and the Summary 
Assignment 

July 27 Complete the Reading Quizzes 

July 27 Begin writing Essay #3 

July 27 
Submit rough draft to the appropriate dropbox 
folder 

July 30 

Essay #3 is due and should be submitted to the 
appropriate dropbox folder 

All module assignments must be completed. 

July 30 - 
August 2 

Technology and the Environment 



July 31 Read the Module 

July 31 Do the reading assignments 

August 1 Discussion Responses due 

August 1 Begin writing Essay 4 

August 1 
Submit your rough draft to the appropriate dropbox 
folder 

August 
2 

Essay 4 is due. 

All module assignments must be completed. 

August 2 
-  August 

7 

Identity and Values, Who We Are and What We 
Do 

August 3 Read Module 6 

August 3 Do the reading assignments 

August 6 Complete discussion posts 

August 6 Begin writing Essay #5 

August 6 
Submit a rough draft to the appropriate dropbox 
folder. 

August 
7 

Essay #5 is due and should be submitted to the 
appropriate dropbox folder 

All module assignments must be completed. 

August 
7 - 

August 
9 

Rewrite Module 

August 9 Last day to submit a rewrite 



No course work, except the final exam, will be accepted 
after midnight, August 9 

Final Exam          August 10       The exam will open at 
12:01 am and close at 11:59 pm. 

 


