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L. Bishop        Office:  L.A. 327 

Summer II 2016       Email:  lbishop@sfasu.edu 

Office Hours:        Office Phone: 468-2430 

1:30-2:30 Mon. through Thurs.       

 

English IRW099.006 (2:45-4:40) Monday-Thursday in F. 292 

Tentative Course Calendar 
 

Essay I: Diagnostic 

 

Tues.  07/12: Course Introduction, Policy 

Wed. 07/13: In-Class Exercises 

Thurs.  07/14: Draft I Due; In-Class Exercises 

 

 

Essay II: The Search for Self 

  

Mon. 07/18: Essay I Due; “A & P”; “So This Was Adolescence”   

Tues. 07/19: “Anarchy in the Tenth Grade”; “On Being a Real Westerner” 

Wed. 07/20: In-Class Exercises 

Thurs. 07/21: Draft I Due; In-Class Exercises 

 

 

Essay III: Parents and Children  

 

Mon. 07/25: Essay II Due; “The Use of Force”; “The Way We Are” 

Tues. 07/26: “Letter to His Father”; “Casa…” 

 Wed. 07/27: In-Class Exercises 

Thurs. 07/28: Draft I Due; In-Class Exercises 

 

 

Essay IV: Men and Women 

 

Mon. 08/01:  Essay III Due; “The Angel in the House”; “Give Her a Pattern” 

Tues. 08/02: “The Chrysanthemums”; “The Story of an Hour” 

Wed.  08/03: “A Vindication of the Rights of Women”; In-Class Exercises 

Thurs. 08/04: In-Class Exercises 

 Mon. 08/08: Draft I Due; In-Class Exercises  

Tues. 08/09: In-Class Exercises 

Wed. 08/10: Essay III Due; In-Class Exercises 

 Thurs. 08/11: Conferences 

  

 Fri. 08/12:  Final: Grammar Exam 
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English IRW099 Goals and Policies 

 

Course Description 

English IRW099 is a course in critical thinking, reading, and writing, for students who have not yet passed the 

writing component of the Texas Success Initiative. It will not satisfy freshman English requirements or apply toward 

an English major or minor requirements.  It will not count toward any degree requirement including elective 

credit.  It does count as part of student’s course load for the semester. 

 

Overall Goal 

English IRW099 is designed to prepare students to pass the writing section of the THEA, ASSET, Compass, 

Accuplacer, or other approved exams.  An additional goal is to prepare students for success in English 131 and 

future writing situations, by having them improve their reading, to develop their writing process, to practice the 

skills and mechanics of academic writing, and to develop as critical thinkers.  

 

Specific Goals 

 

1. To introduce and to help students understand the concept that writing occurs in an inherent rhetorical situation: 

writers use language to communicate with readers about their ideas. To provide instruction and experience in 

analyzing the rhetorical situation involved in the composition process.  

 

2. To provide instruction and experience as preparation for English 131 especially concerning writing as a recursive 

process.  The course should emphasize invention/planning, drafting, revising, and editing--rather than the production 

of one-draft assignments.  

3. To learn effective strategies for all stages of the writing process: prewriting, writing, revision, and editing.  

 

4. To construct accurate sentences which build and develop logical thoughts and form the basis of logical paragraph 

development. 

5. To gain the ability to use a variety of organizational structures for multi-paragraph essays to meet the need of a 

particular audience and purpose.  

6. To develop and strengthen effective reading strategies.  

7. To develop strategies and abilities (including writing under time constraints) to successfully pass the THEA, 

ASSET, Compass, Accuplacer, or other approved  exams.  

 

Guidelines 

1. Focus on introducing reading and writing as a process and work to develop techniques of prewriting, drafting, 

editing, and revision to create a level of competency and self- confidence in writing.  

2. Write 3 to 5 multi-paragraph essays of 650-850 words.  

3. Write I to 3 essays based on the THEA, ASSET, Compass, and Accuplacer prompts to strengthen overall writing 

ability and as preparation for in class writing situations in English, as well as other courses and ultimately as an aid 

in passing the writing section of an approved test.  

4. Generate a substantial amount of daily writing in response to readings.  

5. Provide experience with diverse writing situations and a variety of audiences.  

6. Work on developing a level of grammar competency as a class and individually as needed.  

7. Use a reader and handbook approved by the English department.  
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Required Work 
 

Diagnostic Essay, Three Essays, & Grammar Exam (85%) 
Over the course of the semester, students will write three (3) three to five typed, double-spaced essays, both inside  

And outside class.  Students will engage in  the writing process, which involves their writing a series of drafts, the 

goal being a unified, coherent, well-developed essay.  With each progressive draft, students will revise, which 

requires adding details, rethinking unclear ideas and points, and rethinking the essay’s organization.  And last, 

students will edit the final version for grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors.   The final draft and everything 

leading to it will be placed in a folder (with inside pockets) and turned in to the instructor on essay due dates.  Points 

will be deducted for sloppiness, for failure/refusal to follow instructions, and for missing folder elements.  

 

Diagnostic Essay:   15% 

Essay I:    20%  A typed, double-spaced, revised  

Essay II:    20%  final draft will be completed outside of class.   

Essay III:    20%  Students will also submit copies of their work to 

Grammar Exam (Final):  10%  Turnitin.com.  Ten points per each day late will be deducted. 

  

“C” Paper Description:  A Typical C paper fits the following description by Mr. David Howard: 

“The C paper is generally competent, meets the assignment, and is readable despite mechanical errors.  It is  

organized around some organizing principle and is reasonably developed.  While it uses some detail to support a  

thesis, that detail is thin or commonplace. Stylistically, the C paper may have other shortcomings: an opening  

paragraph that implies or states a thesis but does little to engage the reader’s attention; a conclusion that offers only  

a perfunctory wrap-up; mechanical transitions between paragraphs; sentences that are choppy or that follow a  

monotonous pattern; diction that is marred by imprecision and/or repetition.  While the C paper satisfies the  

assignment--gets the job done--it lacks both imagination and intellectual rigor.  It does not invite re-reading.” 

 

The instructor will use a numerical system of grading.  Grades will be based upon the above criteria, and upon the  

specific criteria of individual assignments 

End-of-Semester Revisions:  On the day of the final exam, all students will turn in revisions of any two (2) of the 

first three major writing assignments for re-grading.  These revisions, along with their original graded drafts, will be  

placed inside a folder with inside pockets. 

 

Homework/Quizzes/Daily Work (15%) 

Homework and in-class writings/exercises will be assigned, and  

students should expect quizzes over lecture and assigned readings.  Remember that tardy students may not  

make up missed quizzes.  To continue, students will receive daily grades for essay drafts, and for revisions and  

corrections of all essay grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors. 

 

Attendance Policy 

Excused vs. Unexcused Absences   
Regular attendance is essential for students to receive the maximum effect of  

each  class meeting, during which students will spend much time discussing essay topics, exchanging ideas, and    

responding to each other’s work.  Those who are not present will reflect that fact in their work.  Remember: To  

be excused, all absences must be documented and presented to the instructor immediately upon the student’s return 

to class.  Excused absences include illness (which requires a doctor’s visit and a note from the doctor), a death in the 

family (which also must be documented by the student), or university-sponsored activities (which must be  

documented by the organization sponsoring the activity).  Students should make sure that the dates on their 

documentation correspond with the days that they missed class.  Whether or not an absence is excused, any work or 

assignment missed is the responsibility of the student, not the instructor.  Students alone are responsible for their 

attendance; those with excessive unexcused absences will not confront the instructor at the semester’s end with 

vague or militant arguments about those absences.  Instead, they will make appointments during dead week to 

politely and intelligently discuss them with the instructor.  The best policy is to be concerned for the entire semester, 

rather than only at the end. 

 

 



4 

 

Unexcused Absence Penalty:  Beginning with two (2) unexcused absences, the instructor will subtract one (1) point  

from those students’ final averages for each violation. 

 

Academic Absences   
Students who come to class without textbooks and/or essay drafts; students who arrive fifteen  

(15) or more minutes late; students who sleep in or disrupt class in any way (including talking/texting on cell  

phones); students who do nothing; and students who surf the web on classroom computers or cell phones will be 

counted academically absent for the day, and  the instructor will subtract one (1) point from their final averages for 

each violation.  All cell phones must be turned off and put away during class. 

 

Tardiness  
Five (5) late arrivals equal one (1) unexcused absence.  The instructor checks roll near the beginning of  

class, and anyone not present at that time is marked absent. Tardy students often miss important quizzes (also given  

near the beginning of class) that they will not be allowed to make up, and they disrupt the class.  If tardy students are  

concerned about their number of unexcused absences, they will remind the instructor after that particular class that  

they came in late.  Students alone are responsible for being punctual; they will not approach the instructor at the  

semester’s end with vague or militant arguments about times that they failed to remind him of their tardiness.   

Students must politely prove that they were in class on those particular days.  Obviously, the best policy is to come  

to class on time.  

Late Work 
 

Decisions about whether or not late work will be accepted will be made at the instructor’s discretion.   

Normally, if work is late due to unexcused absence, the instructor subtracts ten (10) points for each calendar day,  

beginning with the due date.  Students who are concerned about their grades will approach the instructor promptly in  

a polite, professional manner.  Last, the instructor will accept no work, either early or late, that does not pass directly  

from the student’s had to his, unless prior arrangements have been made. 

 

 

Plagiarism 
 

Plagiarism, a serious violation of departmental and university policies that occurs when writers use someone else’s  

work or other outside information as if it were their own, will not be tolerated.   

 

Required Texts 

 

Harris, Muriel and Jennifer L. Kunka.  Prentice Hall Reference Guide, 9
th

 ed.  Upper Saddle River, New Jersey, 

2008. Print. 

 

 

Miscellaneous 
Supplies   
Pens with blue or black ink; plenty of college ruled notebook paper; two (2) folders with inside pockets;   

USB storage devices for saving class assignments. 

 

Cell Phones    
All cell phones must be silenced and put away during class, unless the instructor stipulates otherwise. 

 

Special Needs   
Students with special needs or concerns should speak privately with the instructor immediately. 
 


