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Section 001  Summer II 2016 

 
 

 

Instructor Information 

Professor:  Andrew Lannen 

Office:  360 Liberal Arts North 
Phone:  468-2072 
Email:  lannenac@sfasu.edu 

Office Hours:  MTWR 12:30-2:30 
Class time and Location: MTWR 10:15-12:10 F474 
 
Course Description 

Examines the history of piracy in the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean, and Gulf of 
Mexico from approximately 1500-1800. The period saw tremendous competition 
between European nations for the riches of America, the drawing of Africans into 

the transatlantic slave trade, and the spawning of privateers and pirates who 
sought to capitalize in their own ways on the fortunes being made from the 

European-American-African encounters. The course will cover the economic, 
cultural, and social history of pirates and their impact on the settlement and 

development of the New World.  
 

Required Readings 

Peter T. Leeson, The Invisible Hook: The Hidden Economics of Pirates (Chs. 4, 5, 6) 

 ISBN 9780691150093 
Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island 

 ISBN 9780451530974 

 



Additional Required Materials 

3   8.5 x 7  (small-sized) Blue Books 

 

Program Learning Outcomes 

The SFA History Department has identified the following Program Learning 
Outcomes (PLOs) for all SFA students earning a B.A. degree in History: 

 
1. The student will evaluate the role of the historian in society. 

2. The student will assess the significance of historical events/phenomena and 

analyze their historical contexts. 

3. The student will locate, identify and critically analyze primary and secondary 

sources appropriate for historical research. 

4. The student will interpret evidence found within primary sources and place 
those sources within their appropriate historical context. 

5. The student will effectively communicate historical arguments in support of a 
central thesis, including the proper citation of sources using the most recent 

edition of the Chicago Manual of Style. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

The more specific outcomes for this particular course are as follows:  
 

1. The student will be able to identify the motives for sailors to engage in 

piracy from the period circa 1500-1800. 

2. The student will be able to explain the impact of piracy on the 

settlement of the New World and the development of colonial empires. 

3. The student will understand the reasons for the decline of piracy from 
the mid-18th century to the mid-20th century. 

4. The student will be able to explain the origins and development of 
popular stereotypes of pirates.  



Attendance and Class Discussions 

     You are all adults and responsible for doing the coursework and attending class. 
In some class meetings there will be discussions of films or books.  These 
discussions are an important element of the course, and can be as fun and as 

interesting as you make them. Think about the materials to be discussed and come 
up with interesting issues that you and your classmates can address.  Feel free to 

make connections to current issues around the world as many of the questions 
faced by people in the past still show up on a regular basis in today’s society. I 
encourage questions from students even during lectures and believe class ends up 

being much more interesting when there is a give and take.    
 

 

Course Requirements and Grading Scale 

     Your course grade will be determined by three exams, a short response paper, 

and a final paper. The due dates of graded elements are noted on the class 
schedule in bold type. Your final grade is based on the total points you earn on 

these various assignments, not percentages. 
 
Exams    3 @ 100 points ea  300 points 

Leeson response        50 points 
Treasure Island paper     100 points 

 
A 405-450 
B 360-404  

C 315-359 
D 270-314 

F 000-269 

 

Exams 

     There are three exams in the course. The exams are not cumulative. Each test 
will consist of a short answer section worth 50 points and an essay section worth 50 

points. I will distribute possible essay questions via D2L. One of those essay 
questions will be on the exam (my choice). This should give you enough time to 
prepare answers for each of the questions, so you should be well prepared to 

answer whichever one shows up on the test. The questions can be drawn from any 
of the materials used in the course. Each exam will last 1 hour and 15 minutes and 

will be the only order of business at that day’s class.  Please bring a blank small-
sized (8½ x 7) bluebook to each exam. 
 

 

Papers 

For the Leeson reading, you will write a brief response about 1-1½ pages total in 
length, single-spaced. The final paper on Treasure Island will also be approximately 
2 pages single-spaced. More detailed instructions on each will be given on D2L. 

Citations of quotes or ideas from a book should be made parenthetically with the 
page number. (e.g., (Stevenson,p. 35)) 
 

 



Submission of Papers through D2L Dropbox 

     Papers should be submitted through the D2L dropbox for the course. They are 
due by the start of class on the date indicated on the syllabus. Papers submitted 
after that deadline will have a full grade reduction for each 24 hours they are late, 

beginning immediately after they become late. After 96 hours (4 days), papers may 
no longer be submitted, and a “0” will be entered as the grade for that assignment. 

Exceptions to this policy are granted only under the most extreme emergency 
circumstances.  

 
Paper submission via D2L 

     To submit a short response or final paper via the D2L dropbox, first save your 
paper in Microsoft Word (.doc, .docx) or Portable Document Format (.pdf). Then, go 

to the course homepage for this course in D2L. Click on the “Dropbox” link in the 
upper left quadrant on the page. Find the assignment name you want to submit and 

click on that. Just above the comment box you will see “Add a file.” Click on that, 
navigate to your paper, hit upload, then hit submit. You will receive a confirmation 
email in D2L when your dropbox submission has been completed. Formats other 

than .doc, .docx, and .pdf will not be accepted. 
 

Makeups 

     If an illness or emergency causes you to miss an exam, please let me know in 
advance or as soon as possible after the fact. If your documented reason for 

missing the exam is acceptable, you will need to contact me and schedule a 
makeup. No exam can be given early, nor can the final exam be taken at a different 

time unless there are serious extenuating circumstances. 
 

Plagiarism and Cheating 

     The punishment for plagiarism is burning at the stake, or discipline in 
accordance with official SFA rules and regulations, whichever of the two is lesser.  

Plagiarism is the passing off of work or ideas of others as your own. Cheating on an 
exam is a violation of SFA’s rules regarding academic honesty, and violators may be 



subject to permanent exile to the Antarctic, or to such other discipline as official 
guidelines suggest.  Again, whichever is the lesser. At a minimum, any student 

caught in such unethical activity will receive a zero for the assignment.  Relevant 
University policies follow: 

     Serious violations, such as stealing an exam or 
downloading a paper from the internet, will result in 
automatic failure of the course. I will also report 

cheating to your dean as described in university 
policy A-9.1. Under this policy, students charged 

with more than one violation during their academic 
careers will be summoned before the University 
Committee on Academic Integrity. If the Committee 

validates the charges, it may place students on 
probation or suspend them. 
 

Cell Phones and other class disruptions 
     All cell phones should please either be turned off before class begins or left at 

home entirely.  In emergency situations only you can put a phone on vibrate, but 
you must notify me at the beginning of class.   

     The same common sense applies to conversations 
about topics not related to this class.  As mentioned 

earlier, I encourage questions from students during 
lectures and believe class ends up being much more 
interesting when there is a give and take.  However, 

personal topics of conversation with your neighbor 
can wait until after class. 

     Repeat violators will be hauled before the mast 
and punished by a decision of the crew.  
 

 

Tardiness 

     Do not be late. Since the door to this room is in the front, when individuals 

constantly arrive after the class meeting has started (sometimes 15-20 minutes), it 
disrupts both me and the rest of the class. 
 

 

Students with Disabilities 

     The History Department is committed to providing appropriate and confidential 
accommodations for students with documented disabilities as outlined by SFA policy 

and ADA guidelines. If you have or think you may have a disability, please contact 
the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, Room 325, 468-
3004 as early as possible in the semester.  If you already have contacted the ODS 

and know the accommodations you need, please see me in my office as early as 
possible in the semester. 
 

Incompletes 

     Incompletes will be given only when exceptional and documented circumstances 

prevent a student who is otherwise passing the course from completing his or her 



course work. I must receive the request for a “withheld” grade in writing, with 
appropriate documentation. Additionally, the exceptional circumstances must have 

arisen after the withdrawal date for the semester. 

 
A Fear-Inducing Pirate! 

 
Course Schedule 

T July 12  Introduction 

W July 13  A Brief History to 1500 

R July 14  Privateers and the Early Spanish Colonies 

 

 

M July 18  Barbary Corsairs in the Mediterranean and Atlantic 

 Begin Film, Captain Blood (1935) 

T July 19  Conclude Film, Captain Blood (1935)  

W July 20  Age of the Buccaneers, 1600-1680 

R July 21  Examination #1 

 

 

M July 25  The Pirate Round & Indian Ocean 

   The Golden Age of Piracy, 1715-1730 

T July 26  Response due on Leeson, The Invisible Hook 

   Discussion of Leeson 

    Pirate Tactics 

W July 27  Crews & Community  

   Female Pirates? 

R July 28  Piracy and Africa  

   Pirate Colonies & States 

 



 

M Aug 1  Examination #2 

T Aug 2  How Golden was the Golden Age? 

W Aug 3  The War Against Piracy 

Begin Film, Pirates of the Caribbean (2003) 

R Aug 4   Conclude Film, Pirates of the Caribbean (2003) 

 

 

M Aug 8   Pirate Trials 

 The Pirates Lafitte 

T Aug 9   19th and 20th Century Piracy  

 Pirate Archaeology 

W Aug 10  Paper due on Treasure Island 

   Discussion of Treasure Island 

The Image of Piracy 

R Aug 11  Student Study/Preparation Day 

F Aug 12  Examination #3 


