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ENGLISH 495: Representations of Women and Motherhood in Fairy Tales (Summer 
2016) 

 

Professor: Dr. Courtney Adams Wooten 

ENG 495-01 

Meeting Time TBD 

 Office: LAN 263     Office phone: 936.468.2079 

Office hours: 2:30-3:30 MTWR 

Email: wootenc1@sfasu.edu 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

 
Motherhood is a complicated topic, drawing attention to societal and personal assumptions about 

the construction of women’s identities, and fairy tales often include portraits of womanhood and 

motherhood that tap into or contest these assumptions. This course will revolve around 

representations of motherhood and womanhood in classic fairy tales, asking how women and 

mothers are represented and why, what relationships they form with others, and what these 

representations ultimately ask readers to believe about mothers and women.  

 

Prerequisites: 12 semester hours of English  

 
COURSE OUTCOMES 

 
English Program Learning Outcomes 

 Develops students' practical skills in reading, writing, and reasoning, and research skills 

in traditional print as well as electronic sources; 

 Enables students to think critically and analytically, and to communicate effectively in a 

variety of contexts; 

 Promotes students' understanding of literary and cultural history; 

 Empowers students to understand and write about texts, as well as produce original texts; 

and 

 Trains students to apply the skills they have learned in the discipline to a variety of 

situations. 

 

English 448 Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  

1. Describe conceptions of women as mothers and non-mothers; 

2. Analyze how representations of motherhood are created, supported, and contested in  

classic fairy tales;  

3. Generate original arguments about representations of motherhood in fairy tales; 

4. Employ primary and secondary research methods to generate knowledge, assess  

sources, and support their own arguments.  
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READINGS (Including but not limited to) 

 
Of Woman Born, Adrienne Rich 

The Impossibility of Motherhood, Patrice DiQuinzio 

Grimm’s Fairy Tales (10 stories) 

Tangled 

Frozen 

Cinderella 

Princess and the Frog 

Haas and Zipes from Bell, Haas, Sells 

Putnam from Cheu 

Byrne and McQuillan chapter 3 

Brode chapter 6 

Fallas from Guglielmo 
 
METHOD OF EVALUATION 

 
Student will complete a 20-page research project in four stages for possible submission to a journal at 

the end of the course.  

 
COURSE POLICIES 

 
Attendance: Student must attend all course meetings.  

 

Course Citizenship: Eating, sleeping, or reading other materials during class are not acceptable. All cell 

phones must be turned off prior to coming to class, and no text messaging or web surfing will be 

tolerated. Laptops and cell phones should not be used unless I indicate that you may use them for a 

particular activity.  

 

Assignment Submission: All written work will be submitted electronically via D2L. Assignments are 

due by class time on their due date. All files must be formatted in either .doc or .docx (compatible with 

Microsoft Word). I will not accept Rich Text Format or Word Perfect, for example. I will return your 

drafts via D2L.  

 

Academic Integrity: Adhering to academic integrity standards at all times by producing your own work 

and successfully attributing others’ ideas to them is a necessary aspect of university communication. 

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes, but is not limited to: (1) 

using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a 

class; (2) falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assignment; and/or (3) 

helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism.  

 

Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of 

plagiarism include, but are not limited to: (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work 

when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or 

otherwise obtained from the Internet or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an 

author into one's paper or presentation without giving the author due credit.  
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Any appeals on academic integrity cases must be made within thirty days after the first class day of the 

next long semester. Students should appeal to the instructor first then to the chair if the situation is not 

resolved. Further appeals can be made to the dean and provost if necessary.  

 

Please read the complete policies at: http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp and 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic-appeals-by-students.pdf.  

 

Course Evaluations: Course evaluations will be available online near the end of the semester. I highly 

encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity to give feedback about how effective this class and 

my teaching was, particularly because I read evaluations to help make decisions about future classes. In 

other words, your feedback can help my future students have a good class experience.  

 

Discrimination/Sexual Harassment: At Stephen F. Austin State University, no faculty, staff, or student 

may discriminate against another on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national 

origin, disability or disabled veteran status, and such acts will not be permitted in this class. For additional 

information, consult Human Resources Policy E-46. 

 

The Academic Assistance and Resource Center: The AARC offer free writing tutoring, which is 

available on a walk-in and appointment basis. They also offer online writing tutoring services and 

workshops about writing-related topics. For more information, go to http://library.sfasu.edu/aarc/, visit 

them on the first floor of the Steen Library, or call them at 936-468-4108.  

Withheld Grades Policy (A-54): At the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of 

the academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the 

course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar 

year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. 

If students register for the same course in future terms, the WH will automatically become an F and will 

be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 

Accommodations: To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 

students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, 

and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will 

notify your instructors and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to 

request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations, and no accommodations can be 

made except through the ODS. For additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/.

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

Week Readings and Assignments 

July 12 Of Woman Born (Rich), The Impossibility of Motherhood (DiQuinzio); Fallas from Guglielmo 

Discussion of Journal 

5 pages of project due 

July 19 Grimm’s Fairy Tales (The Princess and the Frog/Frog Prince, Rapunzel, Briar Rose, Snow 

White, Cinderella); fairy tale scholarship 

5 pages of project due 

July 26 Grimm’s Fairy Tales (Mother Holle, The Goose Girl, Snow White and Rose Red, The Goose 

Girl and the Well, The True Bride); Byrne and McQuillan chapter 3; Brode chapter 6 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic-appeals-by-students.pdf
http://library.sfasu.edu/aarc/
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5 pages of project due 

August 2 Tangled, Frozen, Cinderella, Princess and the Frog; Haas and Zipes from Bell, Haas, Sells; 

Putnam from Cheu 

5 pages of project due 

August 9 Discuss final project and possible journal submission 

Entire project due 

 


