
English 132.500: Research and Argument  

Summer 2016 

   
   
   

Instructor:  Ms. Jillian DeFore                
                                                                                                   
Department:  English  
   

Office:   Virtual Classroom in D2L   
              LAN 243 

                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
Phone:   468-2101 (Eng. Dept.)                                                                             
                                                                                                     
Email:  Use the email function in D2L.  If that doesn’t work, email me at  

deforejilli@sfasu.edu  
   
Class meeting time and location: Online  

   
                                                                                                            

   
**  Note on phone calls and physical office location:  I will not be in a physical on-campus office near a 
phone, as I teach exclusively online. Because of that, your communication to me should be conducted 
through the D2L course (email and chat).  
   

   
   
Office hours (ALL online):    
  
Monday   
8:00am -10:00 am 

  
and by appointment 

     
   
To contact me, click “Pager” under the “Communication Tools” dropbox in D2L.   
   

Required materials:  

   
Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein.  They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in 
Academic Writing With Readings.  2nd ed. NY:  W.W. Norton & Co., 2012.  ISBN:  978-
0-393-91275-3.  

   



Behrens, Laurence and Leonard J. Rosen.  What it Takes:  Writing in 
College.  2nd Edition. NY: Pearson/Longman, 2012.  ISBN:  978-0-205-86484-3.  
   
Regular access to and ability to use D2L  
   
Any collegiate dictionary and handbook  
   

   
   
The official description for this course:  

   
Research and Argument (ENG 1302) - "Continued study and application of the 
writing process and the skills of writing with a focus on the forms of 
argumentative writing and on research methods, such as gathering, evaluating, 
summarizing, synthesizing, and citing source information. Prerequisite: C in 
English 131. Must earn a C or higher to be admitted to any English 200 level 
course." College Bulletin, 2012-2013  

   
   
More specific course description:  

   
English 132 is the second half of freshman composition. In English 131 students were 
introduced to the ideas of drafting, revising, editing, research, and critical thinking 
through writing. English 132 continues to build on those skills. The first half of English 
132 focuses analyzing and interpreting a set of essays and how they relate to one 
another. These skills are then moved on to researching, and discovering how different 
sources interact with each other, even though the authors may disagree. The final part 
of the course is a longer, researched essay meant to demonstrate the skills students 
have learned in both English 131 and 132.  
   
As opposed to English 131, English 132 begins to focus on more college-oriented skills. 
Moreover, English 132 is also a bit more rigorous and demanding. As such, I have 
designed this course to stretch your reading comprehension, writing, and critical 
thinking skills. Moreover, the second half of the semester focuses on research and 
information literacy, both of which are invaluable in a college setting.  
   
Remember, if you took English 131 and made lower than a C, you may not be enrolled 
in English 132. You must reenroll and pass English 131 before moving on. Moreover, in 
order to take many upper-level courses you must have taken and passed both English 
131 and 132 with a C or better.  

   
   

   
General Education Core Curriculum Objectives/Outcomes for English 
132:  



   
This course has been selected to be part of Stephen F. Austin State University’s core 
curriculum.  The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board has identified six 
objectives for all core courses:  Critical Thinking Skills, Communication Skills, Empirical 
and Quantitative Skills, Teamwork, Personal Responsibility, and Social 
Responsibility.  SFA is committed to the improvement of its general education core 
curriculum by regular assessment of student performance on these six objectives.  

Assessment of these objectives at SFA will be based on student work from all core 
curriculum courses.  This student work will be collected in D2L through LiveText, the 
assessment management system selected by SFA to collect student work for core 
assessment.  LiveText accounts will be provided to all students enrolled in core courses 
through the university technology fee.  You will be required to register your LiveText 
account, and you will be notified how to register your account through your SFA e-mail 
account.  If you forward your SFA e-mail to another account and do not receive an e-
mail concerning LiveText registration, please be sure to check your junk mail folder and 
your spam filter for these e-mails.  If you have questions about LiveText call Ext. 1267 
or e-mail SFALiveText@sfasu.edu.  

    

   

English Program Learning Outcomes:  

This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific program learning 
outcomes for this major are addressed in this course.    
   

    
   

Student Learning Outcomes for Eng 132  

   
ENG 132 learning outcomes are the goals that students must meet as part of the 
Freshman Composition core curriculum requirements, which include:  
   

 Ability to show appropriate Critical Thinking Skills.  Students in compositions 
courses make application of these skills in the writing of personal, expository, 
and persuasive essays, which require students to make inquiries into and 
explorations of topics in creative, innovative, or analytical ways.  Students are 
expected to complete readings, to engage in course and group discussions, and 
to analyze, interpret and synthesize their findings resultant from these critical 
engagements into well-developed essays.  Written assignments will evidence the 
students’ command of these considerations:  effective engagement of audience 
(pathos), logical development of ideas (logos), and effective use of examples, 
expertise, or insight (ethos); a research essay is the culminating writing of this 
course; students will learn appropriate research methodologies, how to evaluate 
secondary sources, and to synthesize the ideas of others in their arguments.   

  



 Ability to show appropriate Communication Skills.  These skills include effective 
development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral and 
visual communication. Following instruction about group interaction, students will 
engage in oral communication through class discussions and group work (orally 
in face-to-face courses, electronically in online courses). Students will have 
occasion to respond to visual medium, as found in assigned readings, lectures, 
power-point presentations, or other media dependent upon course materials. 
Students learn processes for writing that help them to form coherent, well-
developed, well-organized and unified discussions through a variety of writing 
methodologies, including persuasive, analytical, and argumentative 
methodologies. Students will write several essays; the culminating assignment 
will be an argumentative, research-based essay, and rubrics will assess such 
concerns as development and exploration, mechanical clarity, interpretation or 
expression of ideas, and effective use of research methodologies.  

  

 Ability to show appropriate Empirical and Quantitative Skills. Students in 
compositions courses make application of these skills in the writing of expository, 
syntheses, and persuasive essays, which require students to analyze and 
interpret data and incorporate that data in a meaningful and logical manner. 
Students will begin the semester with an analytical essay, requiring close 
observation, interpretation, and analysis of written or visual text.  Subsequent 
assignments will build upon those skills, working toward a lengthy research-
based essay that relies on numerical data and observable facts for evidentiary 
support.  Students will employ primary and secondary research, making use of a 
variety of sources (interviews, surveys, academic journals, newspapers, books, 
magazines, and so on).  

  

 Ability to show appropriate Teamwork skills.  These skills include the ability to 
consider different points of view and to work effectively with others to support a 
shared purpose or goal. Following instruction about peer review processes and 
small group work, students will perform peer mentorship on essay assignments 
and work together on group projects, which may include collaborative writing 
occasions, group presentations, or panel discussions. As peer review is the 
common teamwork experience, students will be required to share potentially 
diverse ideas with one another, to address those views in appropriate ways, and 
to help one another to finalize essays for submission.  

  

 Ability to show appropriate Personal Responsibility skills.  These skills include 
the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to ethical decision-
making. Students will have opportunity to examine numerous secondary sources, 
to determine the credibility and value of those sources, and to understand how 
argumentative methodologies bear responsibility and consequence.  

  



 Ability to show appropriate Social Responsibility skills.  These skills include the 
ability to explore the micro and macro societies around us.  Students will read 
and respond to a variety of written and visual texts, attempting to understand the 
thoughts and motivations behind those texts, on a regional, national, and global 
level. In all writing, students are typically asked to answer the “So What?” and 
“Who Cares?” questions.  Exploring the needs and wants of both their own 
community and outside communities – entire cultures, subcultures, large civic 
groups, small business organizations, etc. – should give students the awareness 
they need to adequately address these questions in a meaningful manner.     

   

   
Course Policies:  

   
Navigating the Course You are expected to be able to navigate the online 

course.  This means reading through the modules, submitting assignments in the proper 
locations, taking part in any assigned discussions, using the email function to 
communicate with your peers and your instructor, and so on.  This course is an online 
course, so all work will be completed and submitted online via D2L (not printed and 
handed in or emailed outside of D2L).  

   
Attendance Just as in face-to-face courses, attendance in online courses is required 
of all students.  Before the twelth class day, students will have several opportunities to 
participate in on-line class activities (introductions, postings to discussion boards, 
quizzes, etc.). Failure to complete at least two of these assignments on time will result 
in students being reported as "non-attending" with no possibility for reinstatment.  
  
   

Technical Difficulties If you are having technical difficulties that prevent you from 

completing a task in D2L, please find a way to let me know ASAP (email my SFA 
address, if necessary).  For more information, see “Getting Technical Support” under 
the “Resources” folder.  

   
   
Assignment Difficulties  If you do not understand an assignment or other 

instructions, or if you have questions or are having difficulties with the reading or writing 
assignments, the right time to ask questions is before said assignments are due.  Write 
a concise and easy-to-answer email after you’ve reread the prompts for the assignment.  

   
   
Email Correspondence relating to this course must be directed through the email 
function on D2L.  Since this is a writing class, if you’re emailing me, try to write decently 
and to concisely tell me the things I need to know.  Please allow me 24 workday hours 
to respond.  

   



   
Late Work The only type of work I will accept late is a major assignment.  These 

assignments will be due on the assigned due date.  Submitting an assignment after the 
due time will reduce your grade by 10 points per day.  I will not accept any assignments 
more than one week late, nor will I accept any assignments after deadweek (the final 
week of classes: the week before final exams). 
  

Requesting an Extension You may request an extension for a major assignment IF 
you have a sound excuse to do so.  If you have reason to request an extension, you 
must put that reason in writing and provide me with a specific day on which you will turn 
in your assignment (within one week of the original due date).  You should submit 
this previous to the assignment due date.  

   

   
Assignment Submissions Rough drafts and final drafts are due on the assigned 
due dates.  Submit your final drafts through the assigned modules, and attach rough 
drafts to proper discussion boards.  
   
   

Acceptable File Types To ensure D2L/TurnItIn will accept your files, you will need 
to use specific file types in this course – Microsoft Word files (with a .doc or .docx 
extension), Rich Text files (with an .rtf extension) or PDF files.  I highly recommend 
getting in the habit of submitting final drafts as PDF files. 
   

   

Correct Files You are responsible for making sure you submit the correct file.  If you 

submit the wrong file (for example, you resubmit essay one instead of submitting essay 
two), you will lose ten points per day every day until you submit the correct file.  If I do 
not open your file for a week, and then I see that you submitted the wrong file, you will 
still receive a point deduction.   
   
Basically, just be sure to submit the CORRECT file in an acceptable file type.  

   
   
Revision Policy The guidelines for revisions are as follows:  

 You will be allowed to revise any one essay after you receive your final grade on that 
essay. This is not meant to be a final draft and the final draft a rough draft, so please do 
not treat the final draft as if it were not important. 

 You can earn up to 10 extra points. 

 If you choose to revise, you must include a reflective essay of at least one page.  This 
should discuss where you were lacking in your paper and what you did to improve. 



  “Revisions” of small problems (such as typos, grammatical mishaps, etc.) will only give 
you a minimal higher grade (at best).  To do this and ONLY this is to waste your time 
and mine, so I may actually end up taking points off instead of adding them on.  DO NOT 
merely go through your essay and change only the grammatical errors that I have 
pointed out – that is editing, and NOT revision.  Please remember the difference 
between editing and revision. 

 Revisions of major problems (thesis, support, adding in transitions, reorganizing your 
essay structure, elaboration of analysis, etc.) will garner you a maximum higher grade. 

   
Revisions will be due no later than the last day of classes.  

   
   
   
Course Requirements/Assignments:  

You will have a variety of assignments in this course.  All writing assignments must be 
typed.  All assignments will be graded for proper format, soundness of content, attention 
to rhetorical context, resourcefulness, grammar, and mechanics.  
   
These assignments are meant to introduce you to a wide range of possible writing, 
presenting, collaborating and researching tasks you may be asked to perform in other 
courses and in the workplace.   
   
All assignments must be completed in the order in which they are given.  Also, you must 
complete all of the class assignments in order to pass this course.  All work should be 
completely original.  
   
   
Course Grading:  
Cumulative Daily Work Assignments                                        100 

Reading Responses and Discussions___________________100 
Fact Checks_________________________________________50 
Chats_______________________________________________25 
  

   
Major Assignments                          ___                                      475  

Essay 1: Rhetorical Analysis                  75  
Essay 2: Synthesis                                100  
Essay 3: Proposal                                   25  
Essay 3: Annotated Bib                          100 
Essay 4: Researched Argument             150  
Final Exam________________________25 

   
Drafts and Critiques__________________________________100  
(A draft and at least two peer critiques for each assignment)  
   

               Total   850  



   
A         765+  
B         680-764  

C         595-679  
D         510-594  
F          0-509  

   
No grades will be bumped up.  
   
All major assignments will be graded according to rubrics that help define the various 
aspects of each assignment (i.e. style, content, grammar, etc.).  You will be familiarized 
with the rubrics before each assignment is due.  
  

See “Course Timeline” for due dates.  
   
   

Statement on Plagiarism and Cheating:  

Academic Integrity (A-9.1):  
Academic integrity is the responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty 
members promote academic integrity in multiple ways, including instruction on the 
components of academic honesty as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for 
cheating and plagiarism. Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. 
Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized 
materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) the 
falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; 
and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. 
Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. 
Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one’s own work 
when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been 
purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) 
incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one’s paper without giving the author 
due credit. Please read the complete policy at:  
   
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student_academic_dishonesty.pdf. 
   
   
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive an automatic “0" on the corresponding 
assignment and he/she will be reported to the academic dean.  Cases I believe were 
completely unintentional will be granted some leniency.  However, at this point in your 
education, the possibility of “unintentional” plagiarism should be unlikely.  This will be 
determined by me on a case by case basis.   
   

   
   
Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54 – SFA mandatory 
inclusion):  



The following is taken from SFASU’s Policy Manual (2012), “Semester Grades Policy” 
(A-54).   
At the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 
chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the 
course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work 
within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or 
the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future 
terms, the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course 
for the purpose of computing the grade point average.  
  

   

Students with Disabilities:  

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 
students with disabilities must contact the Office of the Disability Services (ODS) in 
room 325 of the Human Services Building or by phone at 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) 
as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course 
instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure 
to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodation.  For additional 
information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/.  
   

   
   
FERPA Waivers (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)  

According to the SFASU website:  
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 
CFR Part 99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education 
records. The law applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable 
program of the U.S. Department of Education.  
FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children's education 
records. These rights transfer to the student when he or she reaches the age of 
18 or attends a school beyond the high school level. Students to whom the rights 
have transferred are "eligible students."  
   

Please read the complete policy 
at http://www.sfasu.edu/controller/businessoffice/parents/ferpa.asp.  
I require a 24-hour weekday notice before meeting with anyone representing a 
student.  This meeting must be scheduled via email, and a FERPA waiver must be 
processed before I will schedule an appointment.  Furthermore, I will check identification 
to make sure any party involved is who he/she claims to be.   
If questions concerning a student’s grades or behavior are posed via email instead of 
face-to-face, I may take up to 48-hours to check the status of a FERPA waiver, to 
consult the student in question, and then to respond to the email.  
   
   

Acceptable Student Behavior:  



Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class 
or the ability of other students to learn from the instructional program (see the Student 
Conduct Code, policy D-34.1). Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. 
Students who disrupt the learning environment may be asked to leave class and may be 
subject to judicial, academic, or other penalties. This prohibition applies to all 
instructional forums, including electronic, classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, 
etc. The instructor shall have full discretion over what behavior is 
appropriate/inappropriate in the classroom. Students who do not attend class regularly 
or who perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred to the Early Alert 
Program. This program provides students with recommendations for resources or other 
assistance available to help SFA students succeed.  
  

  
 


