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ENGLISH 132: Research and Argument (Summer 2016) 

 
Professor: Dr. Courtney Adams Wooten 
ENG 132-1, MTWR 10:15-12:10 Ferguson 184 
ENG 132-2, MTWR 12:30-2:25 Ferguson 184 

 Office: LAN 263     Office phone: 936.468.2079 
Office hours: MTW 9:30-10:00am 
Email: wootenc1@sfasu.edu 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION

 
Continued study and application of the writing process and the skills of writing with a focus on 
the forms of argumentative writing and on research methods, such as gathering, evaluating, 
summarizing, synthesizing and citing source information. Prerequisite: C in English 131. Must 
earn a C or higher to be admitted to any English 200-level course. 
 
This course will explore current issues, issues both defined by the instructor and those defined by 
students. Examples of current issues could include the living conditions in refugee camps; the 
debate over student loan debt; the release of information by Anonymous; the political process 
during upcoming presidential election; problems in the criminal justice system; etc. However, 
new topics will necessarily arise as the semester goes on. Projects will revolve around 
explorations of these issues and generation of arguments about these issues.  
 
COURSE OUTCOMES 

 
English Program Learning Outcomes 
This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific program learning outcomes 
for this major are addressed in the course.  
 
English 132 Learning Outcomes 
At the completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Locate, evaluate, and employ a variety of sources, accurately and ethically, in a multi-
step, persuasive essay (Critical Thinking); 

• Appraise and utilize a variety of standardized genre, discipline, medium, and occasion 
situation-specific conventions (Critical Thinking); 

• Understand the role of personal responsibility in the inevitable choices involved in the 
composition process, in the evaluation of one’s own writing and the writing of other 
students, in the ethical use of ideas and information, and in the critical evaluation of all 
assigned texts (Personal Responsibility);  

• Recognize the collaborative and social aspects of the writing process by producing 
collaborative work and/or feedback for peers and selectively using peer feedback in their 
own work (Teamwork); 

• Demonstrate knowledge of organizational and linguistic structures – including grammar, 
punctuation, and spelling – through practice in composing and revising 
(Communication);  
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• Compose texts in response to a variety of situations and contexts calling for purposeful 
shifts in voice, tone, level of formality, design, medium, and/or structure 
(Communication).  

Students entering English 132 should: 
¨ be able to formulate a thesis statement. 
¨ understand the meaning and relationship of claim, evidence, and analysis. 
¨ know and apply the concepts of the rhetorical situation (speaker, audience, purpose, 

message, context) and the rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, logos). 
¨ understand what makes a unified and coherent paragraph and be able to write one. 
¨ produce mechanically sound essays with only minor grammatical, punctuation, and 

spelling errors. 
¨ understand what constitutes plagiarism 
¨ be proficient in MLA basics: page formatting, quotation, citation, and Works Cited lists. 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS 

 
Envision: Writing and Researching Arguments. Christine L. Alfano and Alyssa J. O’Brien.  
 New Jersey: Pearson, 2014. Print.  
Lumberjacks Write. Ed. Courtney Adams Wooten. 5th ed. SFA, 2015. Print. You should have a  
 copy from ENG 131 – please let me know ASAP if you need a copy.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. Collaborative Case Study 
This assignment has three parts: a collaboratively-written introduction to the current issue your group 
chooses; individually-written summaries of different editorials or op-eds about this issue; and a 
collaboratively-written conclusion. Individual summaries should each be 600-900 words; introduction 
and conclusion should be a combined 600-900 words (depending on the number of people in your 
group, this will result in a final case study of 2400-3000 words). 
 
2. Panel Discussion of Case Studies 
Your group will be responsible for leading 15-20 minutes of discussion about your case study. You 
can assume that classmates have read the case study. The time period should include discussion 
activity and/or a writing activity, and you should be creative with the format (game, online activity, 
discussion/writing circles, etc.).  
 
3. Comparative Rhetorical Analysis 
Choosing two scholarly articles about one topic, this assignment asks you to compare the 
ways that those articles make their arguments. Ultimately, you will argue that one is more 
effective than the other based on the strategies the author uses to construct his or her 
argument. This assignment will be 1200-1500 words.  
 
4. Research Proposal 
For this assignment, you will write a proposal for your research project. This should include 
background, methods, sources, and significance. The proposal should be 600-900 words. 
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5. Reflective Annotated Bibliography 
The second of three steps for your final project, the annotated bibliography will include citations, 
summaries, brief reflections, and quotables of sources for your final project. At least eight scholarly 
secondary sources must be included.  
 
6. Research Project  
This researched proposal argument should explore a contemporary issue of your choice (could be one 
defined by the class collaborative projects). You will explain a specific problem related to this issue 
and your own solution to this problem. A minimum of eight scholarly secondary sources should be 
drawn on. This project should be 2400-3000 words and include a 150-word abstract.   
 
7. Infographic 
For this project, you will create an infographic about the issue your research project revolves around 
that is intended to be seen by fellow SFA college students (see piktochart.com for possible templates). 
During our final exam period, you will display the project and tell us why you chose this genre for 
your audience and where they might see or hear it.   
 
8. Daily Writing Assignments 
Most days, you will have some kind of informal writing or reading assignment to complete before class 
and bring to discuss. These must be typed and printed. After class, this work will be turned in to me. 
These are graded on a pass (work is completed) and fail (work is completed incorrectly; work is not 
completed) basis.  
 
9. Article Summary and Presentation (Optional for Those Seeking an “A” Grade) 
If you choose to pursue an “A” grade, you must complete a 900-1200 word critical summary of an article 
about a current issue and present this information to your classmates in a 5-7 minutes presentation with an 
accompanying handout.  
 
COURSE POLICIES 

 
Attendance: See grading contract for information about unexcused absences. Students are additionally 
allowed two excused absences. Valid excuses are limited to health emergencies, religious observation, 
family emergencies, and participation in certain SFASU-sponsored events. Students must provide written 
documentation from which a decision will be made regarding the absence. Without written 
documentation, the absence will automatically be considered unexcused. Whether an absence is excused 
or unexcused, students are still responsible for all course content and assignments. Note also that you 
must complete all major assignments on time in order to pass the course. 
 
I take attendance at the beginning of class; arriving more than ten minutes after class begins will result in 
your being marked absent.  
 
Course Citizenship: Eating, sleeping, or reading other materials during class are not acceptable. All cell 
phones must be turned off prior to coming to class, and no text messaging or web surfing will be 
tolerated. Laptops and cell phones should not be used unless I indicate that you may use them for a 
particular activity. Although students with disciplinary problems tend to be few and far between at the 
college level, if behavioral disruptions persist within a single class meeting (or, for that matter, across 
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multiple meetings), the student in question will be asked to leave the class with a lowered participation 
grade and an absence for the day.  
 
Assignment Submission: All written work will be submitted electronically via D2L. Assignments are 
due by class time on their due date. All files must be formatted in either .doc or .docx (compatible with 
Microsoft Word). I will not accept Rich Text Format or Word Perfect, for example. I will return your 
drafts via D2L.  
 
Late Work: I will not accept any work after the day and time it is due. You should save your work in 
multiple places; I highly recommend using online storage such as Dropbox, which is a free service, to 
back up your files.  
 
Academic Integrity: Adhering to academic integrity standards at all times by producing your own work 
and successfully attributing others’ ideas to them is a necessary aspect of university communication. 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes, but is not limited to: (1) 
using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a 
class; (2) falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assignment; and/or (3) 
helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism.  
 
Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of 
plagiarism include, but are not limited to: (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work 
when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or 
otherwise obtained from the Internet or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an 
author into one's paper or presentation without giving the author due credit.  
 
Any appeals on academic integrity cases must be made within thirty days after the first class day of the 
next long semester. Students should appeal to the instructor first then to the chair if the situation is not 
resolved. Further appeals can be made to the dean and provost if necessary.  
 
Please read the complete policies at: http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp and 
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic-appeals-by-students.pdf.  
 
Discrimination/Sexual Harassment: At Stephen F. Austin State University, no faculty, staff, or student 
may discriminate against another on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national 
origin, disability or disabled veteran status, and such acts will not be permitted in this class. For additional 
information, consult Human Resources Policy E-46. 
 
Course Evaluations: Course evaluations will be available online near the end of the semester. I highly 
encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity to give feedback about how effective this class and 
my teaching was, particularly because I read evaluations to help make decisions about future classes. In 
other words, your feedback can help my future students have a good class experience. I will provide time 
in class for course evaluations to be completed.  
 
The Academic Assistance and Resource Center: The AARC offer free writing tutoring, which is 
available on a walk-in and appointment basis. They also offer online writing tutoring services and 
workshops about writing-related topics. For more information, go to http://library.sfasu.edu/aarc/, visit 
them on the first floor of the Steen Library, or call them at 936-468-4108.  
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Withheld Grades Policy (A-54): At the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of 
the academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the 
course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar 
year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. 
If students register for the same course in future terms, the WH will automatically become an F and will 
be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 

Accommodations: To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 
students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, 
and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will 
notify your instructors and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to 
request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations, and no accommodations can be 
made except through the ODS. For additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
*** This schedule is tentative. I reserve the right to change its contents and will post changes to D2L. The 
“Readings and Assignments” column lists what you should read or work on before that day’s class. ***  
 

Week Readings and Assignments 
July 12 
 
 
July 13 
 
 
 
July 14 
 

T: Introduction to the Class; Collaborative Case Study Assignment.  
D2L: “Transgender Troops Protected At Last” and case study example.  
 
W: Envision, “Integrating Research Sources,” pgs. 190-197 and “Delivering Presentations” pgs. 
285-315.  
Post a link to your editorial/op-ed and a two-sentence summary of it on D2L discussion board.  
 
R: No Class. Complete peer review of case studies on D2L.  
 

July 18 
 
July 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 20 
 
 
 
 
July 21 

M: Collaborative Case Study Due. Collaborative Case Study Presentations.  
 
T: Envision, “Understanding Strategies of Persuasion” pgs. 51-69 and “Finding and Evaluating 
Research Sources” pgs. 142-155.  
D2L: “Caring For Our Transgender Troops” by Belkin 
Post a one-sentence summary of Belkin’s article and three examples of the appeals (one each 
for ethos, pathos, and logos) with a quote from the article and an explanation of how it is an 
example of that appeal.  
 
W: Envision, “Analyzing Texts and Writing Thesis Statements” pgs. 2-28 and “Understanding 
Strategies of Persuasion” pgs. 69-75; Lumberjacks Write pgs. 80-82.  
Post links to your two scholarly articles and two-sentence summaries of each on D2L 
discussion board.  
 
R: Envision, “Analyzing Texts and Writing Thesis Statements” pgs. 28-41; Lumberjacks Write 
pgs. 83-85.  
Fill out comparative rhetorical analysis matrix and bring to class.  
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July 25 
 
July 26 
 
 
 
 
July 27 
 
 
July 28 
 

M: Post draft of comparative rhetorical analysis on D2L discussion board. 
 
T: Comparative Rhetorical Analysis Due. Research Proposal Assignment.  
Envision, “Planning and Proposing Research Arguments” pgs. 116-127.  
After reading the assignment sheet for the research project available on D2L, brainstorm at least 
ten possible topics for your research project, using “At a Glance” on p.120 for help.  
 
W: Envision, “Planning and Proposing Research Arguments,” pgs. 127-139.  
Post link to one possible research source on D2L discussion board.  
 
R: Research Proposal Due. Reflective Annotated Bibliography Assignment.  
Envision, “Writing an Annotated Bibliography” pgs. 169-174; Lumberjacks Write pgs. 101-
103.   
 

August 1 
 
 
 
August 2 
 
August 3 
 
 
 
August 4 

M: Envision, “Avoiding Plagiarism and Documenting Sources” pgs. 223-249.  
Bring Lumberjacks Write to class.  
Post three Works Cited entries for sources on D2L discussion board.  
 
T: Post draft of annotated bibliography on D2L discussion board.  
 
W: Annotated Bibliography Due. Research Project Assignment.  
Envision, “Organizing and Writing Research Arguments” pgs. 176-186; Lumberjacks Write 
pgs. 114-120.  
 
R: Envision, “Organizing and Writing Research Arguments,” pgs. 198-209. 
Choose one part of your flowchart and draft 1-2 paragraphs that include your own ideas as well 
as information from at least two sources. Include in-text citations as appropriate.  
 

August 8 
 
 
August 9 
 
 
 
August 10 
 
August 11 
 
 
 
August 12 
 

M: Envision, “Designing Arguments” pgs. 259-268; Lumberjacks Write pgs. 121-127.  
Post to D2L discussion board one image you could use in your essay with a caption.  
 
T: Review Envision, “Integrating Research Sources,” pgs. 190-197.  
Post draft of research project to D2L discussion board with all uses of sources (quotations, 
summaries, and paraphrases) highlighted.  
 
W: Post draft of research project to D2L discussion board.  
 
R: Research Project Due. Infographic Assignment.  
Choose one infographic from “Webloq Best Infographics”; list at least three strengths and three 
weaknesses of the infographic.  
 
F: Infographic Due.  
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ENG 132 Grading Contract 
 
Contract Grade: A 

• Turn in 4 complete project drafts 
• Complete article summary and 

presentation assignment 
• Complete “A” specifications for 

research project 
• Complete regular specifications for 

other major projects 
• 1 or fewer unexcused absences* 
• 0-1 ignored daily assignments* 
• 0-1 late daily assignments* 

 
Contract Grade: B 

• Turn in 4 complete project drafts 
• Complete all regular specifications for 

major projects 
• 2 unexcused absences* 
• 2 ignored daily assignments* 
• 2 late daily assignments* 

 
Contract Grade: C 

• Turn in 3 complete project drafts 
• Complete all regular specifications for 

major projects 
• One late major project 
• 3 unexcused absences* 
• 3 ignored daily assignments* 
• 3 late daily assignments* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contract Grade: D 
• Turn in 3 complete project drafts 
• Complete all regular specifications for 4 

major projects 
• Two late major projects 
• 4 unexcused absences* 
• 4 ignored daily assignments* 
• 4 late daily assignments* 

 
Contract Grade: F  

• Turn in 0-2 complete project drafts 
• Complete all regular specifications for 3 

or fewer major projects 
• Three or more late major projects 
• One or more ignored major projects 
• 5 or more unexcused absences* 
• 5 or more ignored daily assignments* 
• 5 or more late daily assignments* 
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Late Assignments: You will turn in properly and on time all major projects, daily work, and any additional 
assigned work. In order for an assignment to be considered a “late assignment,” it STILL must be turned in at 
least 3 days after its initial due date, and it should be complete and meet all the assignment’s requirements. 
Please note that a late assignment may be due on a day when our class is not scheduled to meet.  
 
Ignored Assignments: Any assignments not done, or “ignored,” for whatever reason are put in this category. If 
any of the major projects are ignored assignments, it constitutes an automatic F in the course.  
 
“Major Projects”: These include the collaborative case study, panel discussion of case studies, comparative 
rhetorical analysis, research proposal, annotated bibliography, research project, and infographic.  
 
*: You are allowed two “freebies” throughout the semester, but only to those parts of the grading 
contract marked with an asterisk (*). For example, if you complete all specifications for a “B” except that 
you have 4 late daily assignments and 4 unexcused absences, you can still earn a B because that uses your two 
freebies. However, if you complete all specifications for a “B” except that you have 5 late daily assignments 
and 4 unexcused absences, you will receive a C because you used two freebies for the number of late daily 
assignments and have no freebies left but you took one additional unexcused absence on top of the 3 you can 
take to earn a B.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


