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Professor: Michael Sheehan  
Email: sheehanmj@sfasu.edu   
Office: LAN 258  
Office Hours: MTWR 11:00 pm – 12:00 pm 
 
“Give me a child until he is seven and I will give you the man.” – Jesuit motto 
 
Class description (from General Bulletin): 
In English 131, students study and practice the writing process and the skills of writing with 
a focus on analytical reading and writing. Students read and write a range of essay types, 
including expressive, explicatory, analytical, and persuasive. Essay assignments address 
rhetorical analysis and critical responses to close textual readings. Students in English 131 
write a minimum of four formal essays (totaling at least 18 pages) and at least one in-class 
timed essay. English 131 is a requirement for all students who do not qualify for ENG133H.  
 
Prerequisite: Pass or exemption from THEA or a C in English 099.  
Students must each a grade of C or higher in English 131 to be admitted to English 132. 
 
English 131 Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of English 131, the student must attain the following outcomes:  

1. Experience in all phases of the writing process, including invention, drafting, 
peer reviewing, revising, edition, proofreading, and final presentation.  
2. Proficiency in identifying the rhetorical situation of another’s work; also the 
student’s ability to write and communicate appropriately based on the rhetorical 
situation.  
3. Proficiency in analyzing the rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, logos) of 
another’s work; also the ability to use rhetorical appeals effectively in one’s own 
compositions.  
4. Proficiency in critical thinking and analysis in reading demonstrated by the 
student’s ability to identify the purpose, tone, thesis, and supporting evidence 
in assigned texts, as well as the text’s effects, strengths, and weaknesses.  
5. Proficiency in critical thinking and analysis in writing demonstrated by the 
student’s ability to develop topics and theses supported by textual evidence and 
his or her own analysis in conformity with the instructor’s requirements.  
6. Ability to compose expressive, expository, analytical, and persuasive essays 
in response to specific requirements and/or situations and to use various forms 
(methods) of development, including narrative, classification, division, example, and 
comparison/contrast, in written, visual, and oral communication.  
7. Ability to write unified and coherent paragraphs of grammatically correct 
sentences.  
8. Proficiency in MLA basics. This includes 1) proper page formatting (heading, 
title, page numbering), 2) basic in-text citations (introductory phrase, quote or 
paraphrase, parenthetical citation, and explanation), 3) a properly formatted works 
cited page.  
9. Experience in collaborative problem-solving, critical thinking, analysis, 
presentation, and written response within various group scenarios and projects.  
10. Understanding of the different types and levels of plagiarism and how to avoid 
them.  



 

Texas Exemplary Educational Objectives for English 131  
The English 131 learning outcomes meet the following Texas Exemplary Educational 
Objectives (EEOs):  
§ Communication EEO 1: To understand and demonstrate writing and speaking processes 
through invention, organization, drafting, revision, editing, and presentation.  
§ Communication EEO 2: To understand the importance of specifying audience and 
purpose and to select appropriate communication choices.  
§ Communication EEO 3: To understand and appropriately apply modes of expression, i.e., 
descriptive, expositive, narrative, scientific, and self-expressive, in written, visual, and oral 
communication.  
§ Communication EEO 4: To participate effectively in groups with emphasis on listening, 
critical and reflective thinking, and responding.  
§ Communication EEO 5: To understand and apply basic principles of critical thinking, 
problem solving, and technical proficiency in the development of exposition and argument.  
 
Class format:  
We will be exploring income inequality, social mobility, education, and personhood via close 
and careful analysis of a longitudinal documentary, the Up Series. 
 
Grading: 
Your final grade will be composed of the following percentages: 
  

Writing – 70% (total)  
Essay 1: Personal narrative – 10%  
Essay 2: Analysis essay – 15%  
Essay 3: Synthesis essay – 15%  
Essay 4: Persuasive essay – 20%  
Essay 5: Reflective essay (in class) – 10%  

Grammar quizzes – 15% 
Participation – 15% 

 

Assignments:  
Writing 
Students should see me during office hours or by appointment for help with their 
essays as often as they want.  
 
Because the essays are the equivalent of tests, students may not have other editors and tutors 
work with the essays before they have been graded. Unauthorized use of editors and tutors 
can result in an “F” for the assignment. 
 
Note: You will have the opportunity to revise your writing after you’ve received a 
grade through the final day of the class. 
 
Essay 1: Personal narrative  
You must write a 2-3 page personal narrative, exploring your personal economic background 
in the context of your education and the documentary’s thesis. Your grade for this essay will 
include your rough and final drafts, as well as all prewriting.  
 



 

Essay 2: Analysis essay 
You must write a 3-4 page analysis exploring the ideas discussed in class to that point, as well 
as the first two iterations of the documentary. Your grade for this essay will include your 
rough and final drafts, as well as all prewriting. 
  
Essay 3: Synthesis essay   
You must write a 3-4 page synthesis exploring at least two of the people (their backgrounds, 
education, and social status by age 35) featured in the documentary. Your grade for this essay 
will include your rough and final drafts, as well as all prewriting. 
 
Essay 4: Persuasive essay   
You must write a 6-7-page persuasive essay articulating your interpretation of the 
documentary, its thesis, the ideas of income inequality and education (including from the 
articles we will read), or other topics developed from class discussion. Your grade for this 
essay will include your rough and final drafts, as well as all prewriting and peer review work.  
 
Essay 5: Reflective essay 
You must write a 1-2 page reflective essay. You will not have an opportunity to revise this 
essay. Your grade for this essay will include your process, from prewriting to drafting to 
editing, as well as the final draft.  
 
Grammar quizzes  
We will be covering a range of basic grammar skills. There will be periodic quizzes related to 
this material. Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class and cannot be taken late; that is, 
absentees and latecomers to class who arrive after quizzes have been distributed may not 
take the quiz. 
 
Participation  
Your active regular participation is expected and a very important part of the class. It’s a 
small class, so you must be ready to share your ideas and insights on all the assigned texts—
the documentary and readings (you MUST do the readings).  
 
Part of this class will be discursive, meaning seminar-style (instead of lecture). The ideal 
seminar class is one in which all members participate (verbally). If you are not comfortable 
speaking in class, let me know. Your participation grade includes more than just whether you 
speak and how often; it includes also the quality of your comments, written and verbal, as 
well as your overall role in the class.  
 
Class policies 
Attendance / Tardiness  
Since this is a condensed, summer class, it’s very important that you do not miss class. If you 
are unable to make it to class for a legitimate reason, you must tell me at least 24 hours in 
advance. It is up to you to be responsible for all work and assignments you miss.  
 

2 absences = no higher than a B 
3 absences = no higher than a C  
4 absences = no higher than a D 

 



 

If you are absent more than four times (the equivalent of 20% of the class) I will fail 
you. If you are more than fifteen minutes late twice, that counts as an absence. If you 
show up to class without your work or unprepared for class discussion I will count you 
absent. This includes in-class naps, texting, disruption, etc.  
 
Late work 
Again, because the class is condensed, your work must be on time. Essays that are not 
turned in on time will be reduced a letter grade a day.  
 
Acceptable Student Behavior 
A recent policy from the Provost’s Office states, “Classroom behavior should not interfere 
with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the ability of other students to learn from 
the instructional program (see the Student Conduct Code, policy D-34.1). Unacceptable 
or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Students who disrupt the learning environment 
may be asked to leave class and may be subject to judicial, academic or other penalties. This 
prohibition applies to all instructional forums, including electronic, classroom, labs, 
discussion groups, field trips, etc. The instructor shall have full discretion over what 
behavior is appropriate/inappropriate in the classroom. Students who do not attend class 
regularly or who perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred to the Early Alert 
Program. This program provides students with recommendations for resources or other 
assistance that is available to help SFA students succeed.” 
 
Academic Integrity (A-9.1) 
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members 
promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 
academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and 
plagiarism.  
 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not 
limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better 
grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, 
including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another 
in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another 
person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as 
if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) 
submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or 
another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper 
without giving the author due credit. Please read the complete policy at 
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 
 
Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)  
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the 
academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete 
the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work 
within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the 
grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms 



 

the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the 
purpose of computing the grade point average.  
 
Students with Disabilities 
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 
students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human 
Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the 
semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the 
accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely 
manner may delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 
 
Course Schedule (subject to possible change) 
	  
Week Dates Topics  Due 
1 Personal 
Narrative  

July 12 Introductions/syllabus 
Grammar – 16 Basic Skills part 1 
7Up 
Personal Narratives – Prewriting 

 

13 Grammar – 16 basic skills part 2 
Purpose, Audience, Context 
Personal Narratives – Organization / Details / 
Voice / Scene vs. exposition 
Self editing round 1 

Rough draft of 
personal narrative 
due beginning of 
class 

14 Grammar quiz  
Grammar – 16 basic skills part 3 
7Up 
Identifying thesis, evidence, appeals, biases 
Identifying purpose, audience, context 

 

2 Analysis 
 
 
 

18 Grammar quiz  
21up 

Personal narratives 
due 
beginning of class 

19 Ethos, Pathos, Logos 
How to write an effective analysis essay 
Analysis – prewriting  
Creating an effective thesis   

 

20 Extending the 16 basic skills part 1 
Read “The Grammar of Clickbait”  
Writing clickbait  
Rhetorical appeals: FAFSA ads 
Writing student loan ads for the Up Series 
Analysis essay – organizing ideas, paragraphing 

 

21 Extending the 16 basic skills part 2 
Peer review 
Considering 21 Up and clickbait: Identifying thesis, 
evidence, appeals, biases, underlying assumptions, 
purpose, audience, context 

Analysis essay drafts 
due beginning of 
class 
 

3 Synthesis 
 
 

25 35up Analysis essays due 
beginning of class 

26 Grammar quiz  



 

 How to write an effective compare and contrast 
essay  
Synthesis – prewriting 
Thesis, evidence (persons) 
Purpose, audience, context 

27 Grammar quiz 
Synthesis – organization 
Development of ideas 

 

28 Evaluating the thesis of the Up Series over time 
Peer review 
Writing day  

Synthesis essay drafts 
due beginning of 
class 

4 
Persuasive1 

Aug 1  56Up Synthesis essays due 
beginning of class 

2 Read: “Social mobility hasn’t fallen: what it means 
and doesn’t mean” and “The Danger of Telling Poor 
Kids That College Is the Key to Social Mobility”  
President Obama on college access  

 

3 Small group discussions – Analyzing and 
interpreting the Up Series 
Persuasive essay – prewriting  
Thesis, evidence 

 

4 Grammar quiz 
Fallacies 
Persuasive essay – organization 
P.I.E. 
Development of ideas 
Considering counterarguments 

 

5 
Persuasive2 

8 Using outside sources 
Plagiarism 
Integrating evidence  
MLA in-text citation, signal phrases 
Works Cited 

 

9 Persuasive essay conferences 
Writing day 

 

10 Persuasive essay peer review 
Writing day 

Persuasive essays due 
beginning of class 

11 Final Exam: In class reflective essay All revisions/final 
drafts (with 
supporting materials) 
due. 

	  


