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Laboratory Assistant: Andrew Kocurek 

 
Course Description 

One semester hour, two hours lab per week. Computation of lecture and 
laboratory grades into one grade; same grade recorded for both lecture 
and laboratory. Corequisite: PHY 118. Lab fee required. 

Program Learning Outcomes 
This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific 
program learning outcomes for this major are addressed in this course. 

Course Objectives 

 To perform simple experiments that bear on the phenomena of sound, 
musical sound, and human hearing 

 To make two musical instruments 

 To generate quality laboratory reports 

Student Learning Outcomes  

 To understand and apply method and appropriate technology to the study 
of physical science  

 To recognize scientific and quantitative methods and the differences 
between these approaches and other methods of inquiry, and to 
communicate findings, analyses, and interpretation both orally and in 
writing  

 To identify and recognize the differences among competing scientific 
theories  

 To demonstrate knowledge of the major issues and problems facing 
modern science, including issues that touch upon ethics, values, and 
public policies  

 To demonstrate knowledge of the interdependence of science and 
technology and their influence on, and contribution to, modern culture  

  



Textbook Requirements 
See current semester textbook list at 
http://www.physics.sfasu.edu/docs/books.pdf 

Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to be in class each class period. Excused absences in 
accordance with University policy A10 must be accompanied by 
documentation and delivered to the instructor within one week of the 
absence. Unexcused absences in excess of three will result in a lowering of 
the course grade by one letter. 

 

Fall 2011 

Laboratory Syllabus 

Section 20 Fri. 2:00 - 3:50 PM 

Lab Date Experiment Due Date 

Sep 9 
Simple Harmonic 

Motion 
Sep 16 

Sep 16 The Speed of Sound Sep 17 

Sep 23 Exam 1 
 

Sep 30 
Standing Waves on 

Vibrating Strings 
Oct 7 

Oct 7 The Organ Pipe Oct 7 

Oct 14 
Make Your Own Wind 

Chimes 
Nov 4 

Oct 21 Exam 2 
 

Nov 4 The Plumber's Pipe Nov 11 

Nov 11 
Human Hearing 

Response 
Dec 2 

Nov 18 Exam 3 
 

Dec 2 Complex Waveforms Dec 9 

Dec 15 Exam 4 
 

 

http://www.physics.sfasu.edu/docs/books.pdf
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/class_attendance_excused_abs.asp


Notice that some of the labs are due to day they are performed, while others are 
due at a later time. All lab reports should be neatly done, particularly the labs with 
delayed due dates. Ask me if you need extra copies of the report. The Appendix 
of your lab manual contains cover pages for each of the reports. 

General Guidelines: 
1. Lecture and laboratory grades are computed into one grade, and the 

same grade is recorded for both lecture and laboratory. Lab work counts 
as 25% of the total course grade. 

2. Mr. Piran or I must approve excused absences within 2 days of the 
absence. 

Please bring the following items with you to the lab. 

1. Pencil and eraser 
2. Clear ruler with centimeter scale 
3. Laboratory Manual 
4. Calculator 

Physics 118 COURSE GRADING POLICY 
Physics 118 (Lecture) and Physics 118L (Lab) are averaged into one 
grade and THE SAME GRADE WILL BE RECORDED FOR BOTH 
LECTURE AND LABORATORY. The FINAL COURSE GRADE is 
explained in your lecture syllabus. 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. 
Faculty members promote academic integrity in multiple ways including 
instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by 
university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism. 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating 
includes but is not limited to  

 using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in 
achieving a better grade on a component of a class; 

 the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, 
on an assigned exercise; and/or 

 helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or 
plagiarism. 

Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they 
were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment 
as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of 
another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise 
obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating 
the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author 
due credit. Read the complete policy at 
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 

  

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp


Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)  
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the 
approval of the academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned 
only if the student cannot complete the required course work because of 
unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one 
calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or 
the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same 
course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be 
counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade 
point average. 

The circumstances precipitating the request must have occurred after the 
last day in which a student could withdraw from a course. Students 
requesting a WH must be passing the course with a minimum projected 
grade of C. 

Students with Disabilities 

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or 
auxiliary aids, students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability 
Services (ODS), Human Services Building, Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-
1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester. Once verified, ODS will 
notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary 
aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may 
delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices 

Acceptable Student Behavior 
Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor's ability to 
conduct the class or the ability of other students to learn from the 
instructional program (see the Student Conduct Code, Policy D-34.1). 
Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Students who 
disrupt the learning environment may be asked to leave class and may be 
subject to judicial, academic or other penalties. This prohibition applies to 
all instructional forums, including electronic, classroom, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc. The instructor shall have full discretion over what 
behavior is appropriate/inappropriate in the classroom. 
Students who do not attend class regularly or who perform poorly on class 
projects/exams may be referred to the Early Alert Program.  This program 
provides students with recommendations for resources or other assistance 
that is available to help SFA students succeed. 
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student_conduct_code.asp 

http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student_conduct_code.asp
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student_conduct_code.asp

