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EN 318-090: Romantic and Victorian British Literature 

TTH 2-3:15pm F 184 

Fall 2011 

Professor: Dr. Denise Tischler Millstein    

Office Location: 210 Liberal Arts North                       Office Phone: 468-3839  

Office Hours: M-F 8-10                   Email: millsteid@sfasu.edu 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Prerequisites: Nine semester hours of English.   

 

Required Materials:  
Romanticism: An Anthology (3

rd
 edition)    ISBN: 1-4051-2085-1 

The Broadview Anthology of British Literature: The Victorian Era  ISBN: 1-55111-613-8 

A box of 3 x 5 cards 

 

Course Overview:  
The purpose of this class is to investigate British Romanticism and Victorianism in more 

detail than is allowed in sophomore-level survey classes, whose scope often reduces the 

complexities of literary movements into generalizations. If you learned that Romanticism 

is simply writing poetry about nature or that Victorians were only obsessed with 

respectability, you sadly fell victim to the necessity of covering two hundred years of 

literature, history, philosophy and culture in one semester.  

 

Romanticism was a radically new world perspective that sought answers to humanity’s 

most plaguing questions: What is the nature of God and man’s role in the universe. Byron 

left us wondering about the goals of government; PB Shelley changed the function of art; 

Coleridge explored the makeup of the human psyche; and, Keats sought the essence of 

life itself. By the time Queen Victoria took the thrown, Darwin challenged the authority 

of the Bible; Dickens exposed social injustices and systematic corruption; Kipling 

celebrated and condemned the victories of imperialism; and, Tennyson revealed the 

anxieties of the whole age.  

 

This course has not been organized merely to study Romantic and Victorian writers and 

texts in more detail, or to distill their dominant themes, but also to reveal some of the 

inherent contradictions of 19
th

-century thinking.  

 

Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs): 

1. The student will demonstrate the ability to read complex texts, closely and accurately. 

2. The student will demonstrate the ability to comprehend both traditional and 

contemporary schools/methods of critical theory and apply them to literary texts to 

generate relevant interpretations. 

3. The student will demonstrate knowledge of literary history in regard to particular 

periods of World, British and American literature. 

4. The student will demonstrate ability to effectively conduct literary research. 

5. The student will demonstrate the ability to write clear, grammatically correct prose for 

a variety of purposes in regards to literary analysis. 
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Course Expectations:   
While there is a college tradition of pop quizzes to insure that students keep up with 

reading assignments, I have decided to go another way: I will be asking a card question 

most days, which you will answer on a 3 x 5 card. Since you must be in class in order to 

receive the question, they constitute daily work and cannot be made up.  

 

A percentage of your final grade will come from class participation. In order to 

participate fully, you need to be here, with your book and notes, and your cell phone off. 

I will not tolerate texting once class has started, and will ask you to leave the classroom if 

I see you sending or receiving messages. These absences will count against you. It’s best 

to avoid temptation and keep your phone out of sight.  

 

You will also be completing two take-home exams, one for each major unit. Each exam 

will require that you write two comparative, 10-point essays from a given selection, and 

one much shorter explication worth 5 points.   

 

Finally, at the end of the semester, you will complete a creative project. Details about 

this project will come as the due date approaches. It will require no outside research and 

is designed to be fun! Know for now that you will be creating a faux primary source...  

 

Course Grades:  

I grade by straight points, which means that in order to calculate your grade at any point 

in the semester, all you need to do is add up your total number of points and divide by the 

number of points made possible to that point. To calculate your grade at the end of the 

semester, simply add up your total number of points. Points will be distributed according 

to the following: 

25 Card Questions (1 pt. each) 25 

Participation      5 

Romantics Exam   25 

Victorian Exam   25 

Final Creative Project   20 = 100 possible points 

 

Extra Credit:  

I will ask more than 25 card questions… more like 30. These extra points will fill in 

anywhere you need them. They are percentage points, or points added directly to your 

final grade.  

 

Withheld Grades: 

Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the 

academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot 

complete the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete 

the work within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a 

WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in 

future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated 

course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 
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Attendance and Late Assignments:  

Successful students attend class regularly and on time. Lecture, class discussion, and 

other daily exercises cannot be reconstructed for students who are absent; therefore, daily 

work (like card questions) missed due to tardiness or absences cannot be made up. 

Major work (like exams) due to legitimate circumstances beyond a student’s control may 

be made up if arrangements are made in advance and not after the fact. Students are 

responsible for providing documentation satisfactory to the instructor for each class 

missed.  

 

Students who miss more than three class meetings will receive a zero for class 

participation and of course, will miss information necessary for successfully completing 

exams and the class. In addition, if you miss 20% or more of class meetings (6 for a 

TTH class), you will automatically FAIL this course. Of course, five is NOT the 

recommended number of absences! 

 

Academic Integrity:  
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty 

members promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the 

components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for 

cheating and plagiarism.  

 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not 

limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a 

better grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any 

information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting 

to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or 

ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) 

submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly 

the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained 

from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an 

author into one's paper without giving the author due credit. Please read the complete 

policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp. 

 

Student Conduct Code: 

A student enrolling in the university assumes an obligation to conduct him/herself in a 

manner compatible with the university’s function as an educational institution. 

Misconduct for which students are subject to discipline is described in the online 

Students Handbook at www.sfasu.edy/go/student-life.  

 

Discrimination / Sexual Harassment: 

At Stephen F. Austin State University, no faculty, staff, or student may discriminate 

against another on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national 

origin, disability or disabled veteran status, and such acts will not be permitted in this 

class. For additional information, consult Human Resources for Policy E-46. 

 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp
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Students with Disabilities: 

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 

students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human 

Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the 

semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the 

accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a 

timely manner may delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 

http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/.  

  

Conferences:  

If you find that your grades do not accurately reflect your effort, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. Send questions or comments to my email any time. Also, consider yourself 

invited to visit during office hours: M-F 8-10 in Liberal Arts North, room 210. Drop-ins 

are more than welcome. If you have a class which conflicts with my office hours, I will 

schedule an appointment with you that is convenient to us both. These will usually fall 

immediately after our class meeting. Keep in mind that conferences can only help your 

grade.  

 

 

On a more personal note: Welcome Aboard! I hope you come to appreciate some of my 

most favorite authors and texts! I think you’ll find that the more you look at them, the 

more fascinating they become. 

http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/

